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Girls  and  boys, 


The  purpose  of  the  activities  in  this  language  book  is  to  help  you  improve  your  writing 
skills  so  that  you  become  a  good  writer  and  like  writing.  You  and  your  teacher  will  decide 
which  pages  you  will  do  on  your  own.  When  you  work  on  your  own,  it  is  important  for  you 
to  read  all  the  diiections  carefu!ly  and  do  each  activity  step  by  step.  Usually  there  is  room 
for  you  to  write  your  answers  on  the  page,  but  sometimes  you  will  be  asked  to  write  on  a 
separate  piece  of  paper. 

There  are  different  types  of  activities  in  this  book.  They  are  Sentence  Building,  Writing 
Paragraphs,  Writing  Stories,  Writing  Reports,  Vocabulary,  Punctuation,  and  Usage. 

Sentence  Building— Whether  you  write  a  story  or  a  report  you  are  writing  sentences.  In 
the  sentence  building  activities  you  will  learn  about  the  words  that  make  up  a  sentence. 
You  will  build  different  kinds  of  sentences  by  adding  words,  by  adding  groups  of  words, 
and  by  combining  groups  of  words. 

Writing  Paragraphs  — As  you  write  longer  stories  and  reports,  you  will  need  to  know  how 
to  build  paragraphs.  You  will  learn  how  to  begin  paragraphs,  how  to  tell  which  sen¬ 
tences  do  not  belong,  and  how  to  put  your  sentences  in  order. 

Writing  Stories  — In  these  activities  you  will  learn  ways  to  improve  your  stories.  The  people 
in  your  stories  will  be  real  because  you  will  tell  what  they  look  like,  what  they  say,  and 
what  they  do. 

Writing  Reports  — Often  you  will  want  to  share  information  with  others  by  writing  a  report. 
To  write  a  report  you  will  need  to  know  how  to  choose  a  topic,  how  to  find  the  informa¬ 
tion  you  need,  and  how  to  make  an  outline  before  you  start  writing. 

Vocabulary-A  good  writer  tries  to  make  strong  pictures  in  his  reader’s  mind.  These  acti¬ 
vities  will  show  you  different  ways  to  create  vivid  word  pictures. 

Punctuation -When  you  write  something  for  others  to  read,  you  should  use  punctuation 
correctly  to  help  your  reader  understand  what  you  are  saying.  For  example,  when  you 
use  capitals  and  periods  and  question  marks  in  the  right  places,  your  reader  will  know 
where  your  sentences  begin  and  end. 

Usage  — Sometimes  when  you  speak  to  others,  you  may  be  uncertain  about  the  words  to 
use.  The  activities  on  these  pages  will  help  you  to  know  the  right  word  at  the  right  time. 
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Theme:  "Take  Me  Out  to  the  Ball  Game,"  Starting  Points  in  Language 


You  use  one  of  the  three  punctuation  marks  below  to  end  your  sentences.  Read  the 
following  chart  to  see  when  you  use  each  of  these  marks. 


.  A  period  ends  a  statement  or  a  command. 

?  A  question  mark  ends  a  question. 

!  An  exclamation  mark  ends  an  exclamation  or  a  command. 


Read  the  sentences  below.  None  of  these  sentences  has  end  punctuation.  Decide 
whether  you  need  a  period,  a  question  mark,  or  an  exclamation  mark  to  end  each 
sentence.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

1.  I  saw  the  Expos  play  last  night  4.  Please  hand  me  that  bat 

2.  Who  won  the  game  5.  Give  it  to  me  now 

3.  We  won  6.  Did  he  hit  the  ball 

Look  at  the  cartoon  below.  Make  up  five  sentences  about  the  cartoon,  and  write 
your  sentences  on  the  lines  provided.  Write  a  question,  a  statement,  an  exclamation, 
and  two  command  sentences.  What  end  punctuation  will  you  use  for  each  sentence?!. 


u 


l//. ./ 
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Complete  each  sentence  below  using  the  three  words  in  the  list  that  would  make 
sense  in  the  sentence.  The  first  one  is  completed  for  you. 

1  He  threw  a  dish,  a  ball,  and  a  book. 


2.  She  talked  to 


3.  We  visited  a  place  called 


ball 

Halifax 

happy 

Chuck 

book 

spoken 

Babe  Ruth 

dish 

swiftly 

to 

Dizzie  Dean 

walking 

Vancouver 

the 

Alberta 

The  words  that  made  sense  in  the  sentences  above  are  called  nouns.  A  noun  is  a 
word  that  names  a  person,  a  place,  or  a  thing.  One  way  of  recognizing  a  noun  is  to 
use  the  word  in  sentences  like  those  above.  If  the  word  makes  sense  in  such  sen¬ 
tences  and  names  a  person,  a  place,  or  a  thing,  it  is  a  noun. 

Complete  the  sentences  below  by  writing  two  nouns  that  would  make  sense  in  each 
sentence.  Remember  that  your  words  will  name  a  person,  a  place,  or  a  thing.  The  first 
one  is  done  for  you. 

1.  Casey  walked  up  to  the . .n??.u.H(? . 

2.  We  saw  the  .  last  night. 

3.  She  spoke  to .  about  the  game. 

4 .  helped  win  the  game. 

5.  Our  team  will  play  that  game  in . 

6.  Babe  picked  up  the . 

7.  He  slid  into  the . . 


8 . 

9.  The  team  visited  .  . 

10.  She  was  chewing  . 

11.  This . 

12.  “You’re  out!”  cried 

8  Sentence  Building 


pitched  curved  balls. 

.  last  year. 

....  as  she  pitched. 
.  was  terrible! 
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Theme:  "Take  Me  Out  to  the  Ball  Game,”  Starting  Points  in  Language 


Complete  the  sentences  below  by  writing  three  words  that  would  make  sense  in 
each  sentence.  The  first  word  is  done  for  you  in  each  sentence. 


1.  He . .T????.a. . the  ball  to  the  backcatcher. 


2.  The  crowd . y.eJl®d . “Strike  two!’ 


3.  Casey 


seems 


very  confident  about  winning  the  game. 


The  words  that  made  sense  in  the  sentences  above  are  called  verbs.  A  verb  is  a 
word  that  shows  action  ( tossed ,  yelled)  or  being  {seems,  Is,  was).  One  way  of  recog¬ 
nizing  a  verb  is  to  use  the  word  in  a  sentence.  If  it  makes  sense  in  the  sentence,  and 
shows  action  or  being,  the  word  is  a  verb. 

Some  of  the  words  below  are  verbs.  Circle  the  words  you  think  are  verbs. 
Remember,  you  may  test  a  word  by  using  it  in  sentences  such  as  “They  .  .  or 
“It  .  . 


a  build 

a> 

o 

hearts 

sits 

jumped 

green 

| 

■2  Expos 

pounded 

friends 

quickly 

heard 

c 

£  were 

D> 

poem 

agree 

came 

for 

Choose  four  of  the  verbs  you  circled.  On  the  lines  below,  write  a  sentence  for  each 
verb. 


Sentence  Building  9 
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Read  the  sentences  below  noting  the  underlined  phrases. 

The  baseball  shot  across  the  plate  as  fast  as  a  bullet. 

The  runner  scurried  to  first  base  like  a  frightened  rabbit. 

The  crowd  was  as  noisy  as  a  herd  of  angry  elephants. 

When  you  compare  two  things  using  the  words  like  or  as,  you  are  writing  a  simile. 
In  the  first  sentence  above,  the  baseball  is  compared  to  a  bullet.  What  two  things  are 
compared  in  each  of  the  other  sentences? 


Complete  the  sentences  below  with  similes  of  your  own. 

1.  The  umpire  waved  his  arms  like . 

2.  The  afternoon  was  as  hot  as . 

3.  The  new  stadium  was  like  . 


Look  at  the  cartoon  below.  On  the  lines  below  the  cartoon,  write  five  sentences 
containing  similes.  One  of  the  two  objects  in  each  simile  is  given. 


rain 


crowd . 

field  . 

coach  . 

player . 
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Theme:  "Take  Me  Out  to  the  Ball  Game,"  Starting  Points  in  Language 


throw  — toss  steal  — rob  sure  — certain 

swagger  — strut  chance  — opportunity  close  — near 


The  word  pairs  above  are  synonyms.  Write  your  definition  of  a  synonym. 


strange  — familiar  agree  — disagree  happy  — sad 

question —  answer  lose  — win  start  — end 

The  word  pairs  above  are  antonyms.  Write  your  definition  of  an  antonym. 


Read  the  sentences  below  noting  the  underlined  word.  Circle  the  word  in  brackets 
that  is  the  synonym  of  the  underlined  word.  Then  write  a  sentence  of  your  own  using 
the  word  you  circled. 

1.  Music  can  help  create  a  mood,  (ending,  feeling,  center) 


2.  Casey  had  a  peaked  cap.  (pointed,  tired,  yellow) 


3.  He  walked  slowly  up  to  the  plate,  (scampered,  leaped,  plodded) 


Read  the  sentences  below  noting  the  underlined  word.  Circle  the  word  in  brackets 
that  is  the  antonym  of  the  underlined  word.  Then  write  a  sentence  of  your  own  using 
the  word  you  circled. 

1.  He  struck  the  ball  gently,  (softly,  violently,  slowly) 


2.  Casey’s  manner  was  very  humble,  (shy,  glad,  haughty) 


3.  The  crowd  roared  as  he  hit  the  ball,  (person,  multitude,  umpire) 


Vocabulary  11 


Read  the  following  pairs  of  words  and  their  abbreviations. 

Tues. -Tuesday  Sept. -September  St. -Street 

Alta. -Alberta  Co. -Company  Dr. -Doctor 

What  is  an  abbreviation?  . 

What  punctuation  usually  follows  an  abbreviation? . 

Read  the  sentences  below  noting  the  underlined  words.  Use  the  abbreviations  on 
the  left  to  replace  the  underlined  words  in  each  sentence.  Write  the  abbreviation 
above  the  underlined  word.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 


Wed.  Aug. 

1.  The  big  game  is  on  Wednesday,  August  15th. 

2.  The  Crispy  Cracker  Company  sponsors  our  team. 

3.  We  went  to  Nova  Scotia  and  Alberta  for  the  final  games. 

4.  He  played  his  first  game  in  Montreal,  Quebec. 

5.  Our  rivals  are  being  sponsored  by  Weller  Furniture  Limited. 


Some  abbreviations  do  not  end  with  a  period:  organizations  such  as  the  UN,  CBC, 
and  YWCA  do  not  use  periods;  television  and  radio  stations  do  not  use  periods  when 
their  names  are  abbreviated;  abbreviations  pronounced  like  words,  such  as  UNICEF, 
do  not  use  periods. 

Write  the  abbreviation  for  each  of  the  following: 

Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals  . 

Canadian  Broadcasting  Corporation  . . 

Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police.- . 

V  • . 

Usually  in  writing  stories  and  reports  you  should  not  use  abbreviations.  However, 
you  may  use  the  following  ones:  Mr.,  Mrs.,  Jr.,  Dr.,  am.,  and  p.m.  Find  the  abbrevia¬ 
tions  that  should  not  have  been  used  in  the  following  paragraph.  Above  each,  write  in 
the  full  form  of  the  word. 

This  Sat.  is  the  day  of  the  big  game.  We  are  going  to  play  against  the  Jones  St. 
Steelers  at  8  p.m.  in  the  King  Ave.  Pk.  If  we  win  the  game  we  will  go  on  to  the  finals 
in  N.B.  Our  coach,  Mr.  Tissini,  thinks  we  will  win! 

<s> 
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Ltd. 

Bros. 

P.Q. 

N.S. 

B.C. 

Alta. 

Ave. 

Blvd. 

Co. 
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USING  <  II I  1  11  V 


The  following  list  of  rules  is  about  using  capital  letters.  Read  the  list  carefully,  and 
then  write  the  number  of  the  rule  on  the  line  beside  the  example.  The  first  one  is 
done  for  you. 

Use  a  capital  letter  with: 

1.  first  word  of  a  sentence  ...?..  Monday  is  New  Year’s  Day. 

2.  days,  months,  holidays  .  I  batted  in  the  game. 

3.  names  of  persons,  initials,  .  Viola  Avenue  is  near  my  home. 

titles 

4.  streets,  highways  .  The  Wind  in  the  Willows  is  a  great  book. 

5.  the  word  /  .  Dr.  A.  P.  Higgles  is  a  surgeon. 

6.  first,  last,  and  important  .  That  bat  is  warped. 

words  in  a  title 

7.  geographical  names:  cities,  .  Manitoba  is  west  of  Ontario. 

countries,  provinces,  etc. 

Use  the  list  of  rules  above  to  help  you  place  capital  letters  in  the  following  sen¬ 
tences.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

E  C 

1.  ^ugene  and  ^heryll  are  the  best  players  on  our  baseball  team. 

2.  have  you  read  the  book  called  great  pitchers  of  the  world ? 

3.  coach  adams  told  us  to  come  on  Saturday  morning  for  another  practice. 

4.  our  team  practices  in  the  park  at  the  corner  of  base  street  and  ace  avenue. 

5.  sandy  koufax  and  whitey  ford  were  two  great  pitchers. 

6.  when  did  montreal  get  a  baseball  team? 

7.  last  year  on  dominion  day,  my  mom  took  me  to  see  the  baseball  game. 

8.  babe  ruth  started  playing  baseball  in  baltimore. 

9.  does  british  Columbia  have  a  baseball  team? 

10.  dr.  h.  b.  taguri  treated  my  pitching  arm  for  a  bad  sprain. 


Punctuation  13 


f?  Paragraph  Is 


Carefully  read  the  following  definition  of  a  paragraph.  A  paragraph  is  a  group  of 
sentences  that  tell  about  one  main  idea.  A  paragraph  is  indented. 

Think  about  this  definition  as  you  read  the  paragraph  below. 


Baseball  as  we  know  it  began  in  1845,  when  Alexander  J.  Cartwright  drew  up  some 
rules  for  the  game.  These  set  the  bases  about  27  m  apart,  as  they  are  today.  They 
also  established  the  foul  lines,  the  strikeout,  three-out  innings,  and  nine-man  teams. 
However,  the  ball  had  to  be  pitched  underhand,  and  21  (or  more)  runs,  rather  than 
nine  innings,  made  a  game. 

The  topic  of  this  paragraph  is  baseball.  What  is  the  main  idea  about  base¬ 
ball?  . 


Read  the  groups  of  sentences  below  carefully.  Tell  whether  or  not  the  sentences 
make  a  paragraph.  Give  reasons  for  your  opinion  on  the  lines  below  each  group  of 
sentences. 


Each  year  at  the  end  of  the  regular  season  the  World  Series  takes  place.  It  is  between 
the  champions  of  the  National  and  the  American  leagues.  In  1919  there  were  rumors 
that  the  World  Series  had  been  fixed.  It  is  a  great  honor  for  a  baseball  player  to  be 
selected  for  the  Baseball  Hall  of  Fame.  Basketball  is  a  popular  ball  game. 


The  catcher  stands  in  a  box  behind  the  plate.  He  catches  the  pitches  the  batter  does 
not  hit.  He  also  guards  home  plate  against  base  runners  coming  in  from  third  base. 
An  official  baseball  is  made  of  cork  with  a  rubber  core.  The  bat  cannot  be  more  than 
7  cm  in  diameter  at  the  thickest  part. 


From  his  position  on  a  mound  near  the  middle  of  the  diamond,  the  pitcher  throws 
the  ball  to  the  batter.  He  may  use  a  variety  of  overarm  or  sidearm  pitches  — fast  and 
slow  balls,  curves  and  sliders  — in  an  effort  to  keep  the  batters  from  hitting.  He  also 
fields  batted  balls  that  fall  near  him,  keeps  a  watchful  eye  on  base  runners  so  they 
won’t  advance,  and  covers  first  base  when  necessary. 
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A  radio  reporter  is  doing  on-the-spot  coverage  of  the  Mudville-Boonstown  baseball 
game.  It  is  a  tense  moment  as  Casey,  the  Mudville  wonder,  comes  to  bat  — Mudville  is 
losing  two  to  four.  Here  is  the  reporter’s  description  of  the  famous  Casey  as  he 
comes  to  bat: 


“Casey  is  walking  up  to  the  home  plate.  He  has  a  bat.  He  has  a  funny  look  on  his 
face.’’ 


If  you  were  listening  to  this  broadcast,  what  would  you  learn  about  Casey’s  physical 
appearance? 


What  would  you  want  to  know  about  his  appearance? 


Carefully  look  at  the  pictures  below.  On  a  separate  piece  of  paper,  list  several 
details  that  the  reporter  left  out  about  Casey’s  appearance.  Try  to  describe  the  look 
on  Casey’s  face,  and  the  way  he  walks  to  home  plate.  Then  use  your  list  of  details  to 
write  a  better  description  of  Casey  — one  that  the  radio  audience  could  picture  clearly. 
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A  word  like  game  is  a  general  word,  because  it  could  refer  to  any  type  of  game. 
Words  like  baseball,  hopscotch,  and  jacks  are  called  specific  words  because  they 
name  a  certain  type  of  game. 

Write  three  other  specific  words  for  the  word  game. 


Read  the  word  pairs  below.  Underline  the  word  in  each  pair  which  is  the  more  spe¬ 
cific  word.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 


food -pancakes 
apple  — fruit 
animal  -dog 
daisy —  flower 


oak-tree 
bird  — woodpecker 
carrot  — vegetable 
spice  — pepper 


Study  the  words  in  the  lists  below.  They  show  three  types  of  words,  namely, 
general,  specific,  and  more  specific. 


General 

Specific 

More  Specific 

sport 

outdoor  sport 

baseball 

tree 

pine 

white  pine 

Rewrite  the  lists  below,  arranging  the  words  in  the  following  order:  general,  specif¬ 
ic,  more  specific. 

1.  furniture,  rocking  chair,  chair 


U 


2.  orange  juice,  liquid,  juice 


3.  pitcher,  athlete,  baseball  player 


4.  magazine,  Cricket  magazine,  reading  material 
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t I 


_ 


metric  symbols 


£ 


ill 


Read  the  sentences  below  noting  the  underlined  metric  symbol  in  each. 


The  fish  she  caught  is  20  cm  long. 

We  ate  2  kg  of  green  grapes  last  night. 

The  Silver  Spoon  Restaurant  is  4  krn  from  Irene’s  house. 


Is  the  period  used  with  metric  symbols? 
Do  metric  symbols  end  with  the  letters? 


Read  the  list  of  metric  words  and  symbols  below.  Use  the  list  to  replace  the  un¬ 
derlined  words  in  the  recipes  that  follow.  Write  the  metric  symbol  above  the  word. 
The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 


gram-g  litre  —  6 

kilogram-kg  millilitre  — ml 


Mashed  Potatoes 

Apple  Crumble 

kg 

kg 

2  kilograms  potatoes 

1  kilogram  apples 

5  millilitres  salt 

100  grams  butter 

100  grams  butter 

250  millilitres  brown  sugar 

15  millilitres  breadcrumbs 

75  millilitres  flour 

When  you  use  metric  symbols,  remember  two  things:  (1)  metric  symbols  do  not  end 
with  a  period,  and  (2)  metric  symbols  do  not  end  with  the  letter  s. 

The  sentences  below  contain  several  errors.  Correct  these  errors  by  writing  the 
correct  metric  symbol  above  the  error.  Use  the  list  of  metric  symbols  below  to  help 
you  make  the  corrections. 

kilometre  — km  centimetre  — cm  hectare-ha 

kilometres  per  hour  —  km/h  metre-m  tonne  — t 

1.  There  is  a  very  good  restaurant  2  kms.  from  here. 

2.  You  will  need  at  least  3  m.  of  material  for  that  project. 

3.  I  would  like  to  own  2  has  of  land. 

4.  Since  he  went  on  that  diet,  he  has  lost  3  cm.  of  flab  from  his  waistline. 

5.  Buy  the  following:  3  kg.  lamb,  2  kgs.  butter,  and  4  t.  ice  cream. 
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Names,  Names,  Names 


Read  the  sentences  below  noting  the  underlined  nouns. 

The  Chinese  do  not  make  Cadbury  chocolate  bars. 

The  Department  of  Transport  will  allow  us  to  move  our  boat,  Sunset,  across  the 
highway. 

Which  nouns  in  the  sentences  above  name  the  following  things: 

a  nationality .  a  boat  . 

a  brand  name  .  an  agency . 

You  use  a  capital  letter  to  begin  nouns  that  name  the  following  things: 

1.  nations  or  nationalities  (the  people  of  a  country) 

2.  buildings  or  parks 

3.  government  departments  or  agencies 

4.  brand  names 

5.  historical  documents  or  events 

6.  businesses,  ships,  airplanes,  and  organizations 

7.  names  of  cities,  islands,  rivers,  lakes,  mountains 

Use  the  rules  above  to  help  you  put  capital  letters  where  they  belong  in  the  sen¬ 
tences  below.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 


VI  B  G 

1.  When  I  visited  yancouver  ysland,  I  went  to  see  the  famous  ^utchart  gardens. 

2.  The  department  of  health  is  an  important  government  agency. 

3.  Eating  food  with  only  the  right  hand  is  an  indian  custom. 

4.  I  would  like  to  visit  banff  national  park  this  summer. 

5.  That  ice  cream  is  made  by  the  weber  dairy  company. 

6.  Which  chocolate  bar  do  you  prefer- hershey,  cadbury,  or  laura  secord? 

7.  Do  you  think  there  should  be  a  bill  of  rights  for  cooks? 

8.  You  will  have  to  write  to  the  parliament  buildings  in  Ottawa  for  that  information. 


U 


9.  I  was  dining  at  the  golden  goblet  in  the  town  of  brookmere. 


10.  Will  you  travel  on  the  boeing  707  or  the  liner,  northern  star? 
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Most  sentences  have  two  parts:  a  noun  part  called  the  subject,  and  a  verb  part 
called  the  predicate.  Carefully  read  the  examples  below. 


Noun  Part  (Subject) 

The  large  hamburger 

Harold 

The  chef 


Verb  Part  (Predicate) 

tasted  delicious. 
bought  a  dessert. 
made  a  huge  salad. 


The  subject  of  a  sentence  tells  you  who  or  what  is,  does,  did,  or  will  do. 
What  does  the  predicate  tell  you? . 


Carefully  read  the  groups  of  words  below.  Combine  a  subject  and  a  predicate  to 
make  five  sentences.  Write  your  sentences  on  the  lines  provided. 


The  hungry  girl 


The  soup 


o)  p m 


o 

n: 


won  a  prize,  was  cold. 

We 

itt 


Our  class 


U 


blew  up]  fl  lemon 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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Look  at  the  cartoons  and  carefully  read  the  sentence  below  each 
r - 1 - ^ 


The  chef  cooks. 


The  chefs  cook. 


In  the  second  cartoon,  the  subject  chef  has  been  made  plural.  What  other  word  in 
the  sentence  has  also  been  changed?  Why? 


Just  as  a  subject  may  be  singular  or  plural,  a  verb  may  also  be  singular  or  plural. 

If  a  subject  is  singular,  then  its  verb  should  be  . 

If  a  subject  is  plural,  then  its  verb  should  be  . 

Rewrite  the  sentences  below,  changing  the  underlined  subject  to  its  plural  form. 
Then  change  the  verb  so  that  it  agrees  with  the  plural  subject.  The  first  one  is  done 
for  you. 

1.  The  cheeseburger  tastes  unusual.  The  cheeseburgers  taste  unusual. 

2.  My  sister  has  a  cake . 

3.  The  pie  is  hot . 

4.  The  recipe  does  work . 

5.  The  chef  was  late . 

6.  Our  group  studies  food . 

7.  The  pizza  costs  two  dollars . 


8.  My  brother  makes  lunch. 
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The  sentences  below  show  one  feature  that  can  help  you  recognize  nouns.  Read 
the  sentences  noting  the  underlined  word  in  each.  The  italicized  word  in  each  sen¬ 
tence  is  a  noun. 


The  dinner  will  be  served  soon. 
An  apple  is  crunchy. 

Some  restaurants  are  expensive. 
This  stew  smells  tempting. 


Words  such  as  the,  a,  an,  this,  and  some  are  called  determiners  and  tell  you  that  a 
noun  is  coming.  Use  the  underlined  determiners  in  the  following  sentences  to  help 
you  circle  the  nouns  in  each  sentence.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 


4.  That  drink  was  cold. 


2.  My  dinner  consisted  of  one  sandwich.  5.  Most  fruits  are  sweet. 


3.  These  peanuts  are  stale. 


6.  A  plum  has  a  pit. 


Another  feature  of  nouns  is  that  they  may  have  a  suffix  such  as  -age,  -ness,  -ment, 
-or,  or  -ship.  Use  this  feature  of  nouns  to  help  you  circle  the  nouns  in  the  sentences 
below.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 


1.  The  sickness  was  malnutrition. 


5.  Write  a  description  of  pears. 


2.  The  government  published  a  guide.  6.  Bitterness  is  a  lemon. 


3.  Their  partnership  did  not  last  long. 


7.  Show  some  appreciation. 


4.  The  inventor  ate  some  soup. 


8.  This  department  is  closed. 


Complete  the  sentences  below.  Then  exchange  sentences  with  a  classmate,  and 
circle  the  nouns  in  each  sentence.  Use  determiners  and  suffixes  to  help  you  choose 
the  nouns  in  each  sentence. 


1.  The . was  great  entertainment. 

2.  This  restaurant  has  several . 

3.  An  actor  made  a  . 

4.  The  waiter  brought  some  .  to  the  table. 

5.  He  went  to  the  . for  a  few  groceries. 

6.  The 


has  some  fish  for  Glenda. 
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When  you  want  to  help  your  reader  picture  something  clearly,  you  can  use  words 
that  appeal  to  his  or  her  senses.  You  can  describe  the  way  a  thing  looks,  sounds, 
smells,  tastes,  or  feels.  Read  the  sentences  below  and  tell  which  sense  each  sentence 
appeals  to. 

The  spicy  aroma  of  gingerbread  wafted  through  the  house . 


Our  fingers  were  stuck  in  the  gluey,  lumpy  taffy . 

Ray  snapped,  crunched,  and  munched  happily  on  the  celery 
The  lemon  was  like  a  thousand  pins  tingling  my  tongue.  . . . 
Amber  syrup  and  thick,  yellow  butter  topped  the  pancakes. 


How  do  the  foods  below  taste  and  smell?  What  do  they  look  like?  How  would  you 
describe  how  they  feel?  Do  they  make  any  sounds  as  you  eat  them?  Describe  the 
foods  below  by  appealing  to  one  of  the  reader’s  senses. 


popcorn: 


spaghetti: 


milk: 


Imagine  that  you  are  in  a  busy  restaurant.  Write  a  paragraph  describing  the  scene. 
Tell  your  reader  not  only  what  you  see,  but  also  what  you  smell,  hear,  taste,  and  feel. 
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Read  the  story  beginning  below  noting  the  person  it  introduces. 

Freddy  had  never  been  a  popular  boy.  Ever  since  he  could  remember,  he  had  been 
the  “fatty”  of  the  class.  He  was  seldom  invited  to  join  in  games  in  the  schoolyard. 
When  the  other  boys  spoke  to  him,  they  would  just  say  “How’s  it  going,  Tubby?”  and 
walk  by  laughing.  Freddy  would  try  to  smile  and  be  a  good  sport,  but  inside  he  felt 
blue.  Then  one  day  he  saw  a  poster  on  the  bulletin  board  of  the  local  park:  Pie-Eat¬ 
ing  Contest.  This  was  how  he’d  make  the  other  boys  take  notice  of  him!  He’d  enter 
and  win  that  contest.  Eating  was  the  one  thing  he  knew  he  was  really  good  at. 

One  way  of  beginning  a  story  is  to  introduce  the  main  character  and  tell  something 
about  him  or  her.  Who  is  the  main  character  of  the  story  above? 


What  do  you  learn  about  the  main  character  from  this  story  beginning? 


Choose  a  character  from  one  of  the  cartoons  below.  On  a  separate  piece  of  paper, 
write  a  story  beginning  in  which  you  introduce  this  person. 


j./l 
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When  all  the  sentences  in  a  paragraph  tell  about  the  main  idea,  the  paragraph  has 
unity.  If  a  paragraph  has  sentences  that  do  not  belong,  it  does  not  have  unity  and  the 
meaning  becomes  unclear. 


Both  the  pictures  and  the  paragraph  below  tell  about  the  same  main  idea.  The  main 
idea  is  that  the  food  people  eat  depends  greatly  on  the  climate  and  soil  of  their 
country.  Carefully  look  at  the  pictures  and  then  read  the  paragraph.  The  paragraph 
does  not  have  unity  because  there  is  one  sentence  that  does  not  belong.  Use  the  pic¬ 
tures  and  the  main  idea  to  help  you  to  underline  this  sentence. 


The  foods  that  the  people  of  a  country  eat  depend  greatly  on  the  climate  and  soil 
of  their  country.  In  countries  that  have  broad  plains  for  grazing  cattle,  beef  is  eaten  in 
large  quantities.  These  countries  must  also  have  a  certain  amount  of  rainfall  in  order 
to  produce  good  grazing  plains  for  the  cattle.  Dandelions  are  considered  a  weed,  but 
some  people  use  them  to  make  a  delicious  wine.  In  Japan,  rice  is  a  major  part  of  the 
people  s  diet.  This  is  because  the  wet,  marshy  ground  and  the  long,  warm  growing 
season  are  perfect  for  growing  rice. 
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The  paragraphs  below  lack  unity  because  in  each  there  is  one  sentence  that  does 
not  belong.  Underline  the  sentence  that  does  not  belong.  Then,  on  the  line  provided, 
write  the  main  idea  of  the  paragraph. 

Do  you  know  how  the  ice-cream  sundae  got  its  name?  It  all  began  when  a  law  was 
passed  so  that  no  one  could  sell  carbonated  drinks  on  Sundays.  The  ice-cream  soda 
was  a  favorite  drink,  but  since  it  was  made  with  syrup  and  soda  water,  it  couldn’t  be 
served  on  Sundays.  Banana  splits  are  a  whole  meal  in  themselves.  However,  one 
crafty  storekeeper  decided  to  serve  the  ice  cream  with  just  the  syrup  and  leave  out 
the  soda  water.  In  no  time  at  all,  everyone  was  asking  for  this  new  ice-cream  dish 
which  could  be  served  on  a  Sunday  — the  ice-cream  sundae! 


Believe  it  or  not,  the  reason  we  have  sandwiches  is  because  an  English  earl  liked  to 
play  cards!  John  Montagu,  the  fourth  earl  of  Sandwich,  enjoyed  playing  cards  so 
much  that  he  would  often  play  for  days  without  stopping  for  meals.  However,  this 
became  a  problem  in  time,  as  John  lost  weight  and  also  lost  energy  to  play  cards.  My 
uncle  runs  a  submarine-sandwich  store,  and  I  visit  him  all  the  time.  So  John  did  some 
serious  thinking  and  arrived  at  a  solution  —  he  would  have  slices  of  meat  placed 
between  pieces  of  bread.  His  new  snack  became  so  popular  that  soon  everyone  was 
having  a  “sandwich”  whether  they  were  card-players  or  not! 


In  the  space  below  write  a  paragraph  about  one  of  the  topics  given.  Include  one 
sentence  in  your  paragraph  that  does  not  tell  about  the  main  idea.  Exchange 
paragraphs  with  a  classmate,  and  mark  the  sentence  that  spoils  the  unity  of  the 
paragraph. 

My  Favorite  Food  That  Was  Awful!  Food  of  the  Future 


u 
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a  I«pit 

Imagine  that  you  are  given  the  general  topic,  “Food,"  and  are  asked  to  think  of  a 
report  topic  on  this  theme.  You  might  do  a  report  on  one  of  the  following,  more  spe¬ 
cific  topics: 

Mexican  Food  Junk  Foods  How  Cheese  Is  Made 

Write  three  other  specific  topics  you  could  use. 


Study  the  following  list  and  find  the  three  most  general  subjects.  List  them  on  lines 
A,  B,  and  C.  Place  the  other  topics  under  the  right  general  areas. 


Folk  music  today 
Controlling  harmful  insects 
The  seafood  of  Venice 
How  insects  develop 
Instruments  used  in  folk  music 
Food  specialties  of  France 


The  insect  world 

Folk  songs  about  work 

The  Swedish  smorgasbord 

Mealtime  around  the  world 

Songs  of  family  life 

How  insects  protect  themselves 


A 


B 


C 
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/ 


Read  the  sentences  below  noting  the  underlined  word  in  each. 

The  island  was  deserted. 

The  islands  were  deserted. 

The  beach  was  sparkling  white. 

The  beaches  were  sparkling  white. 

Another  feature  of  nouns  is  that  they  can  be  made  plural.  What  are  two  endings 

that  indicate  a  plural  noun? . 

Complete  the  sentences  below  by  adding  a  plural  noun.  Then  circle  the  other  plural 
noun  in  each  sentence. 

1.  Many  .  are  found  on  islands. 

2.  The .  had  large  white  sails. 

3.  Some  pirates  buried  their .  here. 

4.  The .  are  in  the  nets. 

5.  For  a  few  days,  the . were  fierce. 

Choose  the  nouns  in  the  following  list  of  words.  Use  the  plural  form  of  nouns  to 
help  you  circle  the  nouns. 


movies 

burning 

tides 

slowly 

thoughts 

rode 

shores 

treasures 

rafts 

is 

pots 

come 

write 

looked 

ashes 

your  own 

sentences  on  the 

lines  below 

using  any  five  of  the 

nouns  you  have 

circled. 
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Read  the  phrases  below  noting  the  underlined  nouns  in  each  phrase. 


1.  The  island  belonging  to  the  man-the  man’s  island 

2.  the  rafts  of  the  girls  — the  girls’  rafts 

Another  feature  of  nouns  is  that  they  can  be  changed  to  show  ownership  or  pos¬ 
session.  Look  at  the  second  phrase  in  each  of  the  above  pairs  of  phrases. 

What  punctuation  mark  is  used  to  show  possession?  . 

What  happens  to  words  such  as  of  the  or  belonging  to?  . 

When  the  noun  is  singular,  how  is  possession  shown? . 

When  the  noun  is  plural,  how  is  possession  shown? . 

Rewrite  each  of  the  phrases  below  using  the  apostrophe  to  show  ownership.  Then 
underline  the  nouns  in  each  phrase  you  rewrite.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

1.  the  thoughts  of  Tom . 7-9. m.s  A*1.QU9lU§ . 

2.  the  island  of  Jackson . 

3.  the  treasures  of  the  pirates  . 

4.  the  faces  of  the  statues . 

Write  the  form  that  shows  ownership  for  each  noun  below.  The  thing  owned  is  in¬ 
dicated  in  brackets.  Then  write  a  sentence  using  the  phrase  you  have  made.  The  first 
one  is  done  for  you. 

1.  the  pirate  (map)  . *7.9  P'.r?!9.s.  . 

The  pirate’s  map  was  found  at  the  bottom  of  a  deep  pit. 

2.  Canada  (boundary)  . 


3.  Newfoundlanders  (songs) 


4.  lighthouses  (lights) 
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Look  at  the  cartoon  below  and  then  read  the  sentence  that  follows  it.  Note  the  un¬ 
derlined  nouns  in  the  sentence. 


The  pirates  buried  the  chest. 

Using  the  cartoon,  rewrite  this  sentence  so  that  you  use  words  to  describe  the 
nouns  pirates  and  chest.  For  example,  you  might  say  how  many  pirates  there  are,  or 
what  kind  of  chest  is  buried. 


The  words  you  added  to  this  sentence  are  called  adjectives.  Adjectives  are  words 
that  describe  or  tell  about  a  noun.  Underline  the  adjectives  in  the  sentence  you  wrote. 
Then  use  the  cartoon  to  help  you  write  three  more  adjectives  to  describe  each  noun. 

pirates:  .  chest: . 


Read  the  sentences  below  noting  the  underlined  nouns.  On  a  separate  piece  of 
paper,  rewrite  each  sentence  so  that  you  use  adjectives  to  describe  the  underlined 
nouns. 

1.  The  boat  came  today.  3.  Statues  guard  the  island. 

2.  The  girls  made  a  raft.  4.  The  map  was  gone. 


Sentence  Building  29 


Read  the  paragraphs  below  noting  the  underlined  word  in  each.  Use  the  paragraph 
to  help  you  write  the  meaning  of  the  word  on  the  line  provided.  Then  use  the  word  in 
a  sentence  of  your  own. 


After  four  hours  of  sailing,  we  decided  it  was  time  to  find  a  cove  where  we  could 
beach  our  sailboat  for  the  night.  We  found  the  perfect  spot  after  half  an  hour  of 
searching.  It  was  a  small,  sheltered  bay  that  could  give  us  protection  if  a  storm  sud¬ 
denly  arose. 

Cove:  . 


The  city  grew  up  on  the  site  of  a  natural  harbor.  The  water  was  deep  enough  for 
the  largest  ships  to  anchor  easily  beside  the  wharves.  Set  in  from  the  rough  and 
stormy  seacoast,  the  harbor  provided  safety  and  shelter  for  the  ships. 

Harbor:  . 


Davey’s  Downfall  was  a  small  town  on  the  tip  of  the  peninsula.  We  decided  to  travel 
the  length  of  the  peninsula  by  car.  This  finger  of  land  poking  out  into  the  sea  was  so 
narrow  that  as  we  drove  on  the  eastern  side,  we  could  hear  the  sea  pounding  on  the 
western  side. 

Peninsula: . 


Although  he  was  marooned  on  the  island,  the  pirate  had  no  trouble  getting  food. 
The  marine  life  was  so  plentiful  that  all  he  had  to  do  was  dip  his  net  into  the  sea,  and 
it  would  catch  a  large  haul  of  many  kinds  of  fish.  He  was  also  able  to  catch  shellfish 
and  gather  seaweed.  All  in  all,  he  had  no  worry  of  starving  because  of  the  abundant 
marine  life  surrounding  the  island. 

Marine:  . 


Choose  any  two  of  the  words  below  and  locate  their  meaning  in  a  dictionary.  On  a 
separate  piece  of  paper,  write  a  short  paragraph  that  helps  show  the  meaning  of  each 
word.  Exchange  paragraphs  with  a  classmate  and  try  to  find  the  meaning  of  these 
words  from  the  paragraphs. 

latitude  mainland  sloop  lighthouse  tide 

longitude  wharf  log  breaker  landlocked 
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Read  the  three  paragraphs  below.  Which  one  is  the  easiest  to  understand? 

after  traveling  for  two  days  we  reached  easter  island  at  three  o’clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon  when  we  had  unloaded  our  boat  and  set  up  camp  we  set  off  to  see  the  famous 
statues  of  easter  island 

aftertravelingfortwodayswereachedeasterislandatthreeo’clockintheafternoonwhenwe 

hadunloadedourboatandsetupcampwesetofftoseethefamousstatuesofeasterisland 

After  traveling  for  two  days,  we  reached  Easter  Island  at  three  o’clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon.  When  we  had  unloaded  our  boat  and  set  up  camp,  we  set  off  to  see  the 
famous  statues  of  Easter  Island. 

Which  paragraph  was  the  easiest  to  understand?  Why? . 


Which  paragraph  was  the  most  difficult  to  understand?  Why? 


When  you  separate  the  words  in  your  writing,  you  are  marking  a  trail  for  your 
reader.  Another  way  of  marking  the  trail  is  to  make  sure  you  use  sentences. 

There  are  no  sentences  in  the  paragraphs  below.  Read  the  paragraphs  and  decide 
where  you  would  use  capitals  and  periods.  Then  rewrite  each  paragraph  on  the  lines 
provided. 

over  the  years  many  people  have  searched  for  treasure  on  oak  island  the  treasure  is 
believed  to  have  been  buried  by  the  famous  captain  kidd  two  hundred  years  ago 
today  the  search  is  still  going  on  teams  of  treasure-hunters  are  using  modern  devices 
like  television  cameras  in  order  to  locate  the  treasure 


she  grew  up  on  an  island  near  nova  scotia  her  father  was  a  lighthouse  keeper  and 
the  entire  family  lived  in  the  lighthouse  if  you  read  her  diary,  you  too  can  feel  what  it 
would  be  like  to  live  in  a  lighthouse 
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What  problem  does  the  person  in  each  cartoon  below  face? 


When  a  person  struggles  against  a  forest  fire  or  is  lost  at  sea,  he  or  she  is  in 
conflict  with  nature.  What  part  of  nature  is  each  person  struggling  against  in  the  car¬ 
toons  above? 


Imagine  that  you  are  in  the  following  situations.  What  kinds  of  things  in  nature 
might  you  have  to  struggle  against?  The  first  one  is  started  for  you. 

1.  You  are  stranded  on  an  island.  ..  .burnin9.sun:  no.,resh  .wa!er'.Poisono.us  s.nakes'. . 


2.  You  are  lost  in  a  forest 


3.  You  are  traveling  in  a  desert. 


Choose  one  of  the  situations  above.  On  a  separate  piece  of  paper,  tell  what  might 
happen  to  you  in  your  conflict  with  nature. 
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A  Top  c  Sentence  Is . . . 

The  sentence  that  sums  up  the  main  idea  of  the  paragraph  is  called  a  topic  sen¬ 
tence.  It  tells  you  the  topic  of  a  paragraph  and  the  writer’s  main  idea  about  the  topic. 
Read  the  paragraph  below  noting  the  underlined  topic  sentence. 

For  years  many  people  have  believed  that  treasure  is  buried  on  Oak  Island,  a  small 

island  off  the  coast  of  Nova  Scotia.  The  first  search  for  treasure  began  in  1795,  when 
a  ship’s  block  was  discovered  hanging  from  a  tree  over  a  low  spot  in  the  ground.  In 
1803,  a  Truro  company  sank  a  30  m  shaft  in  its  efforts  to  find  treasure.  In  the  last  few 
years,  Trinton  Alliance  Ltd.  has  used  a  television  camera  and  surface  monitor  in  its 
treasure  hunt. 

The  topic  of  the  above  paragraph  is  buried  treasure.  Write  the  main  idea  about  this 
topic  in  your  own  words. 


Read  the  paragraphs  below.  From  the  three  sentences  that  follow,  underline  the 
sentence  that  would  be  a  good  topic  sentence  for  the  paragraph.  Remember  that  a 
topic  sentence  should  state  the  main  idea  of  the  paragraph. 

Some  islands  are  extremely  small,  while  others  are  very  large.  Some  islands  contain 
lush  vegetation  while  others  are  only  sparsely  vegetated.  Some  islands  are  nations, 
while  other  islands  belong  to  nations. 

Great  Britain  and  Japan  are  important  islands. 

Islands  can  be  very  different  from  each  other. 

Living  on  an  iceberg  could  be  very  lonely. 

Volcanic  islands  are  formed  by  the  action  of  volcanoes  beneath  the  surface  of  the 
ocean.  The  lava  from  an  erupting  volcano  forms  cones  that  rise  above  sea  level,  and 
these  cones  become  islands.  Coral  islands  are  formed  by  tiny  animals  called  coral 
polyps.  These  islands  are  found  in  shallow,  tropical  waters. 

Most  of  the  world’s  islands  are  oceanic. 

Mont  St.  Michel  is  a  tidal  island. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  oceanic  islands  — volcanic  and  coral  islands. 

The  island  continent  of  Australia  has  several  animals  and  birds  found  only  on  this 
continent.  Some  of  these  are  the  kangaroo,  the  koala,  the  emu,  and  the  cassowary. 
On  the  Galapagos  Islands  are  giant  tortoises  and  lizards  found  only  on  these  islands. 
And  on  some  islands  in  Indonesia,  there  are  the  Komodo  lizards  which  are  found 
nowhere  else. 

Kangaroos  are  marsupials  (animals  with  pouches). 

Unusual  birds  and  animals  can  be  found  on  certain  islands  and  nowhere  else. 

Australia  has  several  kinds  of  interesting  birds. 
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When  you  have  chosen  a  topic  for  your  report,  you  will  need  to  decide  what  you 
want  to  tell  about  the  topic.  One  way  of  doing  this  is  to  write  down  some  questions 
which  you  would  like  your  report  to  answer. 


For  example,  if  your  report  were  on  the  topic,  “Prince  Edward  Island,’’  you  might 
list  the  following  questions: 


1.  What  is  the  early  history  of  this  island? 

2.  How  big  is  Prince  Edward  Island? 

3.  How  many  people  live  there? 

4.  What  are  the  main  crops  of  the  island? 

5.  What  industry  is  located  there? 

6.  What  famous  Canadians  were  from  Prince  Edward  Island? 

For  each  of  the  topics  below,  write  six  questions  you  would  want  a  report  to 
answer.  Your  questions  could  begin  with  the  words  who,  what,  where,  why,  or  how. 


1.  Lighthouses 


2.  Geysers 
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When  you  have  listed  the  questions  you  would  like  your  report  to  answer,  you  can 
change  each  question  into  a  main  heading  for  your  report.  The  main  headings  for  the 
report  mentioned  on  page  34  about  Prince  Edward  Island  would  be: 


I.  Early  History 

II.  Size  of  Island 

III.  Population 

IV.  Agriculture 

V.  Industry 

VI.  Famous  Residents 

You  can  then  refer  to  these  main  headings  when  you  are  doing  your  research  and 
taking  notes. 

Make  main  headings  out  of  your  questions  on  “Lighthouses”  and  “Geysers.” 

Lighthouses 


Geysers 
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N  did  it  HAPPEN 


The  series  of  pictures  below  represent  four  events  that  could  make  up  a  paragraph. 
However,  the  pictures  are  not  in  correct  order.  Number  the  pictures  so  that  they  are 
in  order. 


It  is  very  important  to  place  details  and  events  in  correct  order  when  you  write  a 
paragraph.  Otherwise,  your  paragraph  is  confusing —just  as  the  pictures  above  were 
confusing. 

On  a  separate  piece  of  paper,  write  a  paragraph  telling  what  happens  next  in  the 
pictures  above.  You  will  not  be  telling  the  entire  story  — for  that,  you  would  need 
several  paragraphs.  Just  concentrate  on  the  next  two  or  three  important  events.  Make 
sure  the  events  are  in  good  order. 
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Read  the  sentences  below.  Each  sentence  contains  spoken  words.  How  are  these 
words  set  off  from  the  rest  of  the  sentence? 


The  aviator  said,  “I’m  sure  I  saw  a  flying  saucer.’’ 

“Have  you  ever  seen  a  UFO?’’  asked  George. 

What  punctuation  sets  off  the  speaker’s  words?  . 

Words  such  as  asked  George  and  the  aviator  said  are  called  tag  words.  What  infor¬ 
mation  do  tag  words  give  you?  Where  can  they  be  placed? 


Add  tag  words  to  the  sentences  below. 

1.  “Tell  us  about  the  UFO,”  . 

2 . ,  “Did  you  really  see  it?” 

3.  “Are  you  afraid  of  Martians?” . 

4 . ,  “I  had  a  nightmare.” 

Add  the  speaker’s  words  to  the  sentences  below. 

1.  “ . ,”  said  the  pilot. 

2.  “ . ?”  asked  the  alien. 

3.  Houdini  announced,  “ . !” 

4.  The  magician  said,  “ . ” 

Read  the  rules  below  for  punctuating  sentences  that  contain  quotation  marks.  On  a 
separate  piece  of  paper,  punctuate  the  sentences  that  follow. 

1.  When  the  tag  words  are  at  the  beginning  of  a  sentence,  they  are  followed  by  a 
comma  and  the  first  word  of  the  speaker  is  capitalized. 

2.  When  the  tag  words  are  at  the  end  of  a  sentence,  a  period  follows  the  tag  words. 
The  punctuation  of  the  sentence  in  quotation  marks  is  placed  inside  the  quotation 
marks. 

1.  Maria  asked  are  you  a  Gemini  or  an  Aquarius 

2.  It’s  impossible  not  to  dream  said  the  scientist 

3.  How  did  you  do  that  trick  cried  the  little  boy 

4.  The  astrologist  said  a  Leo  is  trustworthy  and  proud. 

5.  Louisa  cried  there’s  a  strange  light  on  the  road. 
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Read  the  sentences  below.  In  each  sentence  certain  words  have  the  same  begin¬ 
ning  sound.  Look  for  these  words  as  you  read. 


Houdini  will  baffle,  bewilder,  and  bedazzle  you! 

The  audience  drew  a  deep  breath  as  he  performed  his  death-defying  dive. 


In  the  first  sentence,  the  words  baffle,  bewilder,  and  bedazzle  begin  with  the  same 
sound  — the  letter  b.  What  words  begin  with  the  same  sound  in  the  second  sentence? 
What  is  this  sound? 


When  two  or  more  words  begin  with  the  same  sound,  the  effect  produced  is  called 
alliteration.  Alliteration  is  a  way  of  appealing  to  your  reader’s  sense  of  sound. 

For  each  word  below  write  several  words  that  begin  with  the  same  sound.  You  may 
make  up  some  of  the  words  if  you  wish.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

1  wind-  wail,  whistle,  whisper,  willow,  window,  wildly,  winter,  woods 

2.  snake:  . 

3.  cards: . . 

4.  screams:  . 

5.  midnight:  . 

Write  a  sentence  using  some  of  the  words  from  each  group  you  listed.  The  first  one 
is  done  for  you. 

1.  In  the  woods  I  heard  the  wailing  of  the  winter  wind. 

2  . 


4. 


5. 
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Look  at  the  cartoon  below,  paying  attention  to  what  the  people  say. 


Which  child  would  you  say  is  a  curious  person? 


Does  the  magician  seem  like  a  modest  or  a  conceited  person?  How  can  you  tell? 


How  would  you  describe  the  third  person  in  the  cartoon? 


What  might  a  jealous  person  say? . 

One  way  of  showing  what  a  person  is  like  is  by  what  he  or  she  says.  What  might 
each  person  in  the  situation  below  say? 

Some  people  have  just  had  their  fortunes  told  by  a  tea-leaf  reader: 

This  person  believes  anything: . 

This  person  trusts  no  one: . 

This  person  is  a  worrier: . 

On  a  separate  piece  of  paper,  write  a  conversation  between  two  of  the  three  people 
above.  Show  what  each  person  is  like  by  what  he  or  she  says. 
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Verbs  can  change  form  to  show  time  or  tense.  Read  the  sentence  pairs  below  to 
see  how  the  verb  changes  when  it  shows  the  past  tense. 


Present  Tense 

The  humanoid  points. 
He  builds  a  spaceship 
Barney  hears  a  noise. 
The  Martian  watches. 


Past  Tense 

The  humanoid  pointed 
He  built  a  spaceship. 
Barney  heard  a  noise. 
The  Martian  watched. 


What  three  endings  can  show  past  tenses? . 

Another  way  you  can  recognize  verbs  is  by  their  ending.  Use  the  italicized  endings 


above  to  help  you  circle  the  verbs  in  the  following  list. 

burned 

crept  UFO 

who 

reported 

covered 

swiftly 

sighted  showed 

held 

sped 

bent 

Use  any  four  of  the  verbs  you  circled  in  four  sentences  of  your  own. 


On  the  line  provided,  write  the  past  tense  of  each  of  the  following  verbs. 

help  .  rattle . 

observe  .  discuss  . 

keep .  sleep . 

Use  any  four  of  the  verbs  you  wrote  above  in  four  sentences  of  your  own. 
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Read  the  sentence  below  noting  the  underlined  verb. 

The  spaceship  landed  quietly. 

What  word  describes  the  verb  landed?  Does  this  word  tell  you  where,  when,  or 

how?  . 

Read  the  words  below.  Some  of  these  words  could  describe  the  verb  landed.  Circle 


these  words. 

yesterday 

highway 

for 

here 

Houdini 

there 

you 

often 

quickly 

noisily 

slowly 

water 

The  words  you  circled  are  called  adverbs.  Adverbs  tell  how,  where,  or  when  about  a 
verb  and  often  end  in  ly. 

Read  the  sentences  below  noting  the  underlined  verb  in  each.  Complete  each  sen¬ 
tence  by  answering  the  question  in  brackets.  The  word  you  add  will  be  an  adverb. 
The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

1.  Houdini  performs  (when?)  . *.90 '.9.^. . 

2.  We  saw  the  UFO  (where?)  . 

3.  He  watched  the  Martian  (how?)  . 

4.  We  heard  a  strange  noise  (when?)  . 

The  words  below  are  either  verbs  or  adverbs.  On  a  separate  piece  of  paper,  match 
five  verbs  with  five  adverbs.  Then  use  each  verb-adverb  pair  in  a  sentence  of  your 
own. 
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^-WRITING  TOPIC  SENTENCES^ 

One  way  of  writing  a  topic  sentence  is  first  to  state  the  topic  of  the  paragraph,  and 
then  to  state  the  main  idea  about  the  topic.  Read  the  examples  below  to  see  what 
topic  and  main  idea  about  the  topic  is  expressed  in  each. 


Topic:  Main  Idea  about  the  Topic: 

UFO’s  .: . have  been  seen  by  many  people  through  the  centuries. 

UFO’s . are  only  imagined  by  people. 


Form  topic  sentences  of  your  own  by  adding  a  main  idea  to  the  topics  below.  The 
first  one  is  done  for  you. 

Main  Idea  about  the  Topic: 

are  fascinating  to  watch. 

2.  Nightmares . 

3.  Flying  saucers . 

4.  Signs  of  the  zodiac . 

5.  Being  hypnotized . 

6.  Performing  feats  of  magic  . 

Choose  one  of  the  topic  sentences  you  wrote  above.  List  several  points  that  would 
support  or  explain  your  topic  sentence.  Then  use  your  list  to  write  a  paragraph  on  a 
separate  piece  of  paper. 

Topic  Sentence: . 


Topic: 

1.  Magicians 


u 
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■  Tlunning  'Tour 

■  PARAGRAPH 

One  way  to  go  about  writing  a  paragraph  is  to  make  a  plan  of  the  details  that  will 
support  your  topic.  The  list  of  details  you  made  on  page  42  is  such  a  plan. 

Gina  decided  to  write  a  paragraph  on  the  topic,  “How  To  Find  Out  about  UFO’s.’’ 
Below  is  the  plan  she  made  before  she  wrote  her  paragraph.  Read  her  plan  carefully. 

Topic  Sentence: 

You  can  find  out  about  UFO’s  from  many  different  and  interesting  sources. 

Supporting  Details:  1.  start  by  looking  up  UFO’s  in  an  encyclopedia 

2.  look  in  library  for  books  about  UFO’s 

3.  write  to  newspapers  for  articles  about  UFO’s 

4.  write  to  your  nearest  UFO  Center 

5  . 

6  . 

Do  Gina’s  supporting  details  tell  about  her  topic  sentence?  . 

Add  two  more  details  to  Gina’s  plan. 

For  each  of  the  topics  below,  add  a  main  idea  about  the  topic.  Then  make  a 
paragraph  plan  for  each  by  listing  at  least  four  details  to  support  your  topic  sentence. 

Superstitions . 


1. 

2. 

^  3. 

4. 


Fortune-telling 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
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K  metaphor  3s 


Read  the  poem  below  by  Beatrice  Janosco. 


To  what  is  the  garden  hose  compared? 


To  what  would  you  compare  the  hose? . 

One  way  of  comparing  two  things  is  to  create  a  simile,  using  the  words  like  or  as. 
Another  way  of  comparing  things  is  to  create  a  metaphor.  A  metaphor  also  suggests 
a  similarity  between  two  things,  but  it  does  not  use  the  words  like  or  as.  Is  the  com¬ 
parison  in  the  poem  above  a  simile  or  a  metaphor?  Why? 


To  what  would  you  compare  the  following  things?  Complete  the  sentences  using  a 
metaphor.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

1  The  chains  were  iron  snakes  coiled  around  Houdini’s  legs  and  feet. 


2.  The  spaceship  was  . 

3.  The  focj  was . 

4.  Their  eyes  were  . 

The  objects  below  are  quite  ordinary.  On  a  separate  piece  of  paper,  describe  each 
object  using  a  metaphor.  Try  to  make  your  comparison  an  extraordinary  one. 
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Theme:  "The  Unexplained,”  Starting  Points  in  Language 


Beginnings 


Read  the  two  story  beginnings  below.  Which  one  is  more  exciting? 

The  girls  had  planned  this  hike  for  weeks.  They  had  all  of  the  camping  equipment 
they  would  need,  and  were  ready  for  their  two-day  hike  on  the  Bruce  Trail.  They  had 
a  tent,  torches,  sleeping  bags,  food,  water  and  knapsacks.  They  also  had  some  books 
about  how  to  survive  in  the  wilds,  and  how  to  spot  UFO  s. 

The  girls  had  just  finished  dinner  and  were  settled  around  the  campfire  when  they 
saw  it.  A  glowing,  saucer-shaped  object  slowly  sank  to  the  earth  not  more  than  10  m 
from  where  they  sat.  Then  a  hatch  snapped  open  at  the  front  of  the  craft,  and  a 
strange  creature  slid  down  to  the  ground  on  a  beam  of  orange  light.  No  one  spoke  or 
moved  as  the  creature  started  to  walk  in  their  direction. 

Which  of  the  beginnings  above  would  you  rather  continue  reading?  Why? 


Sometimes  you  can  begin  a  story  by  getting  your  reader  right  into  the  action.  Such 
a  beginning  catches  the  reader’s  attention  right  away,  and  makes  him  or  her  want  to 
read  on. 

For  each  of  the  situations  below,  write  one  or  two  sentences  that  could  be  the 
basis  of  a  story  beginning.  Remember,  your  goal  is  to  capture  the  reader’s  attention 
right  away. 

1.  Some  children  get  lost  in  a  cave . 


2.  You  have  volunteered  for  a  magician’s  disappearing-person  act 

U 


3.  You  are  dreaming  about  strange  people  on  another  planet 


Choose  one  of  the  above  situations.  On  a  separate  piece  of  paper,  use  it  to  write 
the  opening  paragraph  for  a  story. 
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Magda  is  writing  a  report  called  “Unidentified  Flying  Objects.’’  She  found  some  in¬ 
formation  on  UFO’s  in  an  encyclopedia.  Magda  took  notes  on  the  material  before  she 
used  it  in  her  report.  Read  the  paragraph  below.  Compare  the  information  Magda  read 
in  the  encyclopedia,  or  text,  to  the  notes  she  took. 


Information  in  Text 


There  have  been  all  sorts  of  descriptions  of  what  “humanoids,’’  or  creatures  from 
outer  space  look  like.  Some  people  describe  them  as  looking  exactly  like  us.  Others 
say  they  resemble  monkeys,  or  have  large,  pumpkin-shaped  heads.  A  few  creatures 
walk  sideways,  some  float,  while  others  fly  through  the  air. 


Notes  Taken 

-many  descriptions  of  humanoids 

—  said  to  look  like  us 

—  look  like  monkeys,  or  have  pumpkin-shaped  heads 

-walk  sideways,  float  or  fly 

Magda  used  some  of  the  words  from  the  text  in  her  notes.  Notice  that  she  used 
only  the  key,  important  words  and  kept  her  notes  as  short  as  possible.  Underline  the 
words  in  the  text  above  that  she  used  in  her  notes.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

The  words  you  underlined  in  the  above  exercise  are  called  key  words.  Underline  the 
key  words  in  the  following  sentences.  Then,  on  the  lines  below  each  sentence,  use 
those  key  words  to  make  notes  on  the  information. 

The  earliest  sighting  of  a  UFO  was  told  about  in  the  Bible,  in  the  book  of  Ezekial. 
Ezekial  witnessed  a  whirlwind  which  resembled  a  cloud  of  fire.  The  cloud  then 
changed  into  the  shape  of  a  wheel.  Four  creatures,  each  with  four  heads,  are  said  to 
have  emerged  from  the  wheel. 


Some  people  are  convinced  that  UFO’s  are  really  spaceships  from  another  planet. 
Other  people  say  that  there  are  no  such  things  as  spaceships  from  outer  space,  and 
that  there  is  a  scientific  explanation  for  all  sightings  of  UFO’s. 
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Iheme:  ine  unexpiainea,  starting  roinrs  in  Language 


Suppose  you  have  read  the  following  paragraphs  in  a  book  or  encyclopedia.  You 
want  to  use  the  information  for  a  report  you  are  doing  on  dreams.  Underline  the  key 
words  in  each  paragraph,  and  then  write  the  notes  you  would  take  using  these  key 
words  and  words  of  your  own. 

Although  a  sleeping  person  may  appear  not  to  notice  things  happening  around  him 
while  he  sleeps,  his  brain  is  aware  of  some  events.  One  part  of  the  brain  acts  like  a 
watchdog,  allowing  a  few  events  into  the  sleeper’s  awareness.  Thus,  a  mother  who  is 
not  awakened  by  a  crashing  thunderstorm  will  probably  waken  quickly  should  she 
hear  her  baby  cry.  Similarly,  one  sleeping  elephant  who  bumps  into  his  friend  as  he 
rolls  over  will  not  awaken  him.  Yet  the  slight  noise  or  smell  of  a  human  being  may 
waken  them  both. 


J 


Do  animals  dream?  A  recent  study  suggests  that  monkeys,  at  least,  do  dream.  A 
group  of  monkeys  were  being  taught  to  press  a  bar  very  quickly  every  time  they  were 
shown  a  picture.  If  a  picture  was  presented  to  the  monkey  and  he  pressed  the  bar,  he 
would  receive  a  reward  of  food.  A  scientist  discovered  that  at  night,  while  sleeping, 
these  monkeys  were  pressing  the  bar  just  as  fast  as  they  did  during  the  experiment. 
They  made  faces,  breathed  quickly,  and  made  yelping  sounds.  It  seems  as  though 
these  monkeys  were  seeing  pictures  in  their  minds  during  sleep.  They  were  reacting 
to  these  pictures  as  they  were  trained  to  react  during  the  experiment. 
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The  cartoons  below  show  the  beginning  events  of  a  story.  But  the  cartoons  are  not 
in  proper  order.  Untangle  the  events  by  numbering  the  cartoons  in  the  order  in  which 
they  should  appear. 


U 
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The  outline  below  is  for  the  cartoons  shown  on  the  opposite  page.  Read  the  outline 
carefully,  and  decide  which  events  do  not  belong  and  which  events  are  out  of  order. 
Place  an  X  beside  the  events  that  you  would  leave  out,  and  number  the  remaining 
events  in  correct  order.  The  first  event  is  numbered  for  you. 

.  They  find  out  that  guided  tours  of  the  maze  are  given. 

. .  X  . .  Serjii  and  Lee  are  visiting  a  park  containing  a  famous  maze  of  hedges. 

.  Theseus  and  the  Minotaur  is  a  Greek  legend  about  a  maze. 

.  But  they  are  too  late  and  miss  joining  the  tour  through  the  maze. 

.  They  decide  that  they  would  like  to  go  on  the  tour. 

.  Soon  they  are  lost  and  have  no  idea  how  to  get  out  of  the  maze. 

.  They  see  the  warning  sign,  but  decide  to  go  in  anyway. 

.  Plaster  is  used  to  make  casts  of  footprints. 

.  As  they  are  wandering  around,  they  come  across  strange  footprints. 

Continue  this  story  on  the  lines  below.  What  will  happen  to  Serjii  and  Lee?  Will  the 
owner  of  the  footprints  appear?  Will  they  ever  find  their  way  out  of  the  maze?  Make 
sure  that  the  events  of  your  story  are  in  good  order,  and  that  there  are  no  events  that 
do  not  belong. 


i 

i 

D 

I 

I) 

i 


D 
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Match  each  of  the  rules  for  using  the  comma  with  the  sentences  on  the  right.  Write 
the  number  of  the  rule  on  the  line  before  the  sentence.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 


1.  separate  words  in  a  series 

.  Yes,  1  did  that  collage. 

2.  separate  city,  province, 
and  country  in  an  address 

.  Marcella,  are  you  using  that 

paint? 

3.  separate  day,  month,  and 
year  in  dates 

. .  .1 . .  We  made  the  sculpture  from  wire, 
wood,  plastic,  and  stone. 

4.  separate  name  of  person 
spoken  to  from  rest  of 
sentence 

.  The  artist  was  born  January  14, 

1954. 

5.  separate  spoken  words  in 
quotation  marks  from  rest 
of  sentence 

.  She  asked,  “Who  painted  that?” 

6.  after  the  words  yes  or  no 
in  a  reply 

.  Have  you  seen  the  city  hall  in 

Winnipeg,  Manitoba? 

Place  commas  where  they  belong  in  the  sentences  below. 

1.  AN  would  you  like  to  live  in  a  house  like  the  one  near  Bala  Ontario? 

2.  No  I  think  it  was  a  horseshoe  arch. 

3.  We  visited  art  galleries  in  Paris  Florence  London  Amsterdam  New  York  and 
Toronto. 

4.  The  architect  asked  ‘‘Have  you  seen  the  photograph  of  my  designs?” 

Read  the  instructions  below.  Then  write  a  sentence  of  your  own. 

1.  Write  a  reply  to  this  question:  Do  you  know  what  an  architect  is? 

2.  Write  a  sentence  telling  today’s  date  and  giving  your  address. 

3.  Write  a  sentence  containing  a  list  of  carnival  rides. 


50  Punctuation 
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Solve  the  riddles  below  by  writing  the  correct  word  on  the  line  provided.  You  may 
use  a  dictionary  if  you  wish.  Then  use  the  word  you  choose  in  a  sentence  of  your 
own. 


horizontal  angle  arch  parallel 

1.  A  cat  is  bending  his  back  into  a  curved  position.  How  is  his  back  shaped? 


2.  The  stripes  on  your  T-shirt  run  from  side  to  side.  What  word  describes  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  stripes? 


3.  Highway  engineers  are  painting  two  yellow  stripes  in  the  center  of  the  road.  The 
stripes  run  side  by  side  and  are  an  equal  distance  apart.  What  word  describes 
these  two  lines? 


4.  When  you  open  a  closed  door,  you  make  this  shape  between  the  wall  and  the 
door.  What  is  this  shape  called? 


The  pairs  of  words  below  are  sometimes  confused  with  each  other.  Use  a  dictionary 
to  find  the  meaning  of  the  words.  Record  the  meaning  and  use  the  word  in  a  sen¬ 
tence  of  your  own  on  the  line  provided. 

1.  Principal:  . 


Principle: 


2.  Plane: 


Plain: 
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Adverbs  are  words  that  describe  or  modify  a  verb  by  telling  how,  where,  or  when. 
These  modifiers  may  be  single  words  or  groups  of  words  called  adverb  phrases.  Read 
the  sentences  below  noting  the  underlined  adverb  phrases. 

During  the  afternoon  we  watched  the  seagulls . 

The  roller-coaster  raced  across  the  summer  sky . 

He  made  the  mobile  with  wire  and  string . 

Beside  each  sentence  above,  tell  whether  the  adverb  phrase  describes  where,  when, 
or  how. 


Complete  the  sentences  below  by  adding  an  adverb  phrase  that  modifies  the  un¬ 
derlined  verb.  Use  the  question  at  the  end  of  each  sentence  to  help  you  tell  where, 
when,  or  how. 

1.  The  roller-coaster  zoomed  . How? 

2.  The  seagull  flew . Where? 

3 .  she  rode  the  Ferris  wheel.  When? 

4.  He  threw  the  boomerang  . How? 

5.  It  rose  into  the  air . How? 

6.  She  placed  the  string . Where? 


Add  adverb  phrases  to  the  sentences  below,  telling  two  things  about  the  underlined 
verb. 


1.  Maria  made  a  junk  sculpture 

When:  .  How: . 

2.  we  wrapped  the  gifts 

When:  .  How: . 

3.  we  saw  the  sculpture  exhibit 

When:  .  Where: . 

4.  a  carnival  was  held 


When:  . 
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Theme:  A  Turn,  a  Twist,  and  a  Bend,”  Starting  Points  in  Language 


This  rider  screamed  This  rider  screamed  This  rider  screamed 

loudly.  more  loudly.  the  most  loudly. 

When  you  are  comparing  two  things,  the  word  more  is  used  before  the  adverb. 
When  you  are  comparing  more  than  two  things,  what  words  are  used  before  the 

adverb? . 

Compare  the  following  adverbs.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

Comparing  Two  Comparing  More  than  Two 

(Comparative  Form)  (Superlative  Form) 

carelessly  more  carelessly  the  most  carelessly 

gloomily  .  . 

noisily  .  . 

happily  .  . 

rapidly  .  . 

Write  four  sentences  of  your  own  in  which  you  use  any  four  of  the  comparing 
forms  you  wrote  above. 
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Telling  <jjoWTO... 

Each  of  the  paragraphs  below  tells  how  to  make  lemon  twisters.  Read  each 
paragraph  carefully  to  see  which  one  gives  the  better  explanation. 

Get  some  lemons,  peppermint  and  pop.  Add  the  pop  to  the  lemon  juice.  Toss  in  the 
peppermint  and  some  sugar.  Squeeze  the  lemons  and  take  out  the  seeds.  Add  the  ice 
cream  to  each  glass.  Pour  the  mixture  into  some  glasses,  and  serve  it  up.  The  pop 
should  be  something  clear  and  light  like  Ginger  Ale.or  Seven-Up. 


You  will  need  the  following  ingredients  to  make  lemon  twisters:  6  lemons,  some 
sugar,  a  pint  of  vanilla  ice-cream,  a  large  bottle  of  Seven-Up,  and  4  peppermint 
sticks.  First  cut  the  lemons  in  half  and  squeeze  them  on  a  press  to  get  out  all  the 
juice.  Make  sure  that  you  remove  all  the  seeds  — you  may  leave  the  pulp  in  if  you 
wish.  Next  pour  the  lemon  juice  into  a  pitcher  and  add  the  Seven-Up.  Sweeten  with 
sugar  to  your  own  liking  and  give  this  mixture  a  good  stir.  Then  pour  the  mixture  into 
4  tall  glasses.  Add  a  generous  scoop  of  ice  cream  to  each  glass.  Finally,  place  a  pep¬ 
permint  stick  and  a  straw  in  each  glass.  Now  you  are  ready  to  serve  your  lemon 
twisters. 

If  you  were  making  lemon  twisters,  which  explanation  would  you  rather  use?  Why? 


Which  explanation  presented  the  different  steps  in  good  order? 
Why  is  good  order  necessary  in  an  explanation? . 


Which  explanation  used  time  words  such  as  now,  next,  and  then? 
Why  would  time  words  be  helpful  in  an  explanation?  . 


Choose  one  of  the  topics  below  and  write  a  paragraph  telling  how  to  do  that  partic¬ 
ular  thing.  Make  sure  that  you  include  all  the  steps  in  order,  and  that  you  use  time 
words  to  help  your  reader.  Test  out  your  explanation  by  having  a  classmate  read  it  to 
see  if  he  or  she  could  follow  it  easily. 

1.  How  to  make  the  world’s  best  submarine  sandwich. 

2.  How  to  make  a  paper  airplane. 

3.  How  to  live  with  a  younger  brother  or  sister. 

4.  How  to  be  a  successful  junk  collector. 
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Theme:  "A  Turn,  a  Twist,  and  a  Bend,”  Starting  Points  in  Language 


how7  do  you  get  there  ? 

Carefully  look  at  the  map  below  and  then  read  the  two  paragraphs  that  follow.  Each 
paragraph  tells  how  to  get  from  Mark’s  home  to  the  local  library.  Are  both  paragraphs 
easy  to  follow? 


MARLY  Aug 
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When  you  come  out  of  my  house,  you  turn  left.  Then  you  walk  down  Main  Street 
for  two  blocks  until  you  reach  Pine  Street.  Now  turn  right  onto  Pine  Street  and  walk 
south  for  one  block.  You  will  come  to  Banting  Avenue,  and  the  library  is  on  the 
northeast  corner  of  Pine  and  Banting. 

You  walk  down  the  street  a  ways  from  my  house.  You  go  a  couple  of  blocks  and 
then  cross  over  the  street.  You  keep  walking  and  then  you’ll  see  the  library  on  the 
corner. 

Which  paragraph  gave  specific  directions?  . 

Which  paragraph  used  words  to  link  the  sentences? . 

Which  paragraph  would  be  easier  to  follow?  . 

Choose  one  of  the  places  below.  On  a  separate  piece  of  paper,  give  specific  in¬ 
structions  telling  how  you  would  get  there. 

1.  From  your  home  to  the  nearest  store.  3.  From  your  school  to  your  home. 

2.  From  your  home  to  the  library.  4.  From  Mark’s  home  to  the  movies. 
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A  PRONOUN  IS 


Read  the  pairs  of  sentences  below  noting  the  underlined  words. 


1.  There  was  a  road  ahead.  It  seemed  to  wind  northwards. 

2.  Max  and  Jan  made  a  junk  sculpture.  They  collected  junk  for  two  days. 

3.  Percy  and  I  made  a  mobile.  We  made  it  in  two  hours. 


In  the  first  sentence  pair,  the  word  it  replaces  the  noun  road.  In  the  second  sentence 


pair,  what  words  does  they  replace?  . 

In  the  third  sentence  pair,  what  words  does  we  replace?  What  word  does  it  replace? 


A  pronoun  is  a  word  that  replaces  or  stands  for  a  noun.  The  pronouns  I,  you,  he, 
she,  it,  we,  and  they  are  called  personal  pronouns.  The  noun  that  the  pronoun 
replaces  is  called  the  antecedent. 

Read  the  following  sentences  noting  the  underlined  nouns.  Above  the  noun  or 
nouns,  write  the  pronoun  that  would  stand  for  these  words. 

1.  The  sculpture  is  completed.  The  sculpture  is  a  masterpiece. 

2.  There  were  several  birds  in  the  sky  and  the  birds  flew  in  a  curved  line. 

3.  The  people  on  the  roller-coaster  sailed  away,  and  the  people  were  never  seen 
again. 

4.  Curt  and  Hilda  went  on  the  Ferris  wheel,  while  Helmut  and  I  went  on  the  caterpil¬ 
lar  ride. 

5.  The  brakeman  sat  in  the  last  seat.  The  brakeman  waved  to  a  lady  on  the  beach. 

Read  the  following  passage.  Above  the  underlined  word  or  words,  write  a  pronoun 
that  would  replace  these  words. 

Yesterday  Yuri  and  I  spent  the  day  at  Pleasure  Park.  Yuri  and  I  went  on  several  dif¬ 
ferent  rides,  and  enjoyed  the  roller-coaster  most  of  all.  The  roller-coaster  plunged  and 
dipped  over  the  tracks  while  the  people  screamed  and  shouted.  At  first  Yuri  thought 
that  the  people  were  frightened,  but  then  Yuri  realized  that  the  people  were  just  en¬ 
joying  themselves. 
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Read  the  sentences  below  noting  the  underlined  words.  Which  sentence  sounds 
awkward? 


[turned  around  to  see  him. 
Me  turned  around  to  see  him. 


When  a  pronoun  is  the  subject  of  a  sentence,  a  particular  form  is  used.  Read  the 
list  below  to  see  which  forms  of  pronouns  are  used  as  subjects. 

I  we 

you  you 

he,  she,  it  they 

Which  of  the  two  sentences  above  is  incorrect?  Why?  . 


Complete  the  sentences  below  by  writing  the  correct  form  of  the  pronoun  on  the 
line  provided.  Only  one  of  the  two  forms  at  the  end  of  each  sentence  can  be  the 
subject.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 


1  . vve . went  to  the  park  yesterday.  Us,  we 

2  . . made  a  mobile  of  twine  and  glass.  He,  him 

3.  Marie  and . walked  home.  Me,  I 

4  . all  visited  the  museum.  They,  them 

5  .  is  collecting  junk.  Her,  she 

6  . am  learning  about  lines  in  math  class.  Me,  I 


Some  of  the  sentences  below  use  the  incorrect  form  of  the  pronoun  as  subject. 
Read  the  sentences  carefully  and  change  any  pronoun  subjects  that  are  incorrect. 
The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

He  I 

1.  Him  and  me  were  in  the  same  group  in  art  class. 

2.  We  called  the  sculpture  “Junk  Food.” 

3.  Lila  and  me  used  our  rulers  to  make  the  pattern. 

4.  Her  and  him  are  learning  to  make  their  own  boomerangs. 

5.  Them  are  going  to  take  the  shortest  route  possible. 
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Sub- Headings 

Suppose  you  are  doing  a  report  called  “The  Art  of  Collage.’’  You  have  decided  on 
the  main  headings  for  your  outline.  As  you  are  reading  the  information  in  the  refer¬ 
ence  book,  you  realize  the  material  under  your  main  headings  could  be  broken  down 
further.  For  example,  under  “How  to  Make  a  Collage,’’  one  of  your  sub-headings 
would  be,  “Experiment  with  your  paper.’’  Read  the  information  below.  Then  complete 
the  sub-headings  in  the  outline. 


The  Art  of  Collage 

What  is  collage?  Collage  is  the  art  of  pasting  different  papers  or  objects  together  to 
make  an  attractive  display.  It  is  as  old  as  folk  art,  yet  as  modern  as  today.  It  can  be 
simple  as  a  paper  valentine  or  as  complex  as  a  real  work  of  art. 

One  of  the  attractions  of  collage  is  that  it  does  not  require  expensive  materials.  All 
you  need  for  collage  is  paste,  any  object  to  be  pasted,  and  some  kind  of  backing  ma¬ 
terial.  The  objects  to  be  pasted  may  include  any  kind  of  paper  from  grocery  bags  to 
elegant  Japanese  rice  papers,  fabric,  ribbon,  buttons,  pieces  of  metal,  or  even  old 
shoelaces.  These  objects  are  pasted  to  the  backing  material  such  as  stiff  cardboard, 
or  to  a  heavier  Masonite  board  available  at  a  lumberyard.  The  kind  of  paste  you  use 
will  depend  on  the  objects  you  choose  for  your  collage. 

The  easiest  collage  to  make  is  one  made  of  paper,  rather  than  objects.  The  first 
step  is  to  experiment  with  your  paper.  Shift  it  around  on  your  backing  and  decide  on 
an  arrangement.  Then,  using  more  paper,  build  from  this.  When  you  have  completed 
your  arrangement,  you  are  ready  to  paste.  Brush  glue  on  the  paper  and  on  your 
backing.  Then  smooth  the  paper  from  side  to  side  with  your  hands.  Keep  adding 
paper  in  this  manner.  Your  collage  will  be  completed  only  when  you  decide  to  stop. 


The  Art  of  Collage 

I.  What  Collage  Is 

A.  Art  of  cutting  and  pasting 

II.  Materials  Needed  For  Collage 

A . 

B . 

C . 

III.  How  To  Make  a  Collage 

A.  Experiment  with  your  paper 
B . 
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IS... 


Read  the  poem  below.  How  does  the  title  help  you  to  understand  the  poem? 

The  Moon 

See  how  the  sky 
Is  sailing  its  kite. 

Trailing  a  hundred  stars 
Over  the  night. 

Louise  Garnett 


What  is  the  sky  doing  in  this  poem?  . 

Who  usually  does  this  — people  or  things?  . 

When  you  describe  an  object  or  animal  as  if  it  were  a  human  being,  you  are  using 
a  technique  called  personification. 

Choose  four  of  the  objects  and  animals  pictured  below.  Decide  which  human  quali¬ 
ties  you  will  give  each.  Will  it  have  thoughts  or  feelings?  Will  it  do  something  a 
person  would  do?  On  a  separate  piece  of  paper,  describe  each  object  you  choose 
using  personification  in  your  description. 
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using  th 


Read  the  pair  of  sentences  below.  How  is  the  second  sentence  in  each  pair  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  first  sentence? 


1.  a)  We  went  on  a  dig  last  summer.  I  found  an  arrowhead, 
b)  We  went  on  a  dig  last  summer,  and  I  found  an  arrowhead. 

Words  such  as  and,  but,  or  can  be  used  to  combine  sentences.  The  comma  is  used 
to  separate  the  parts  of  the  combined  sentences.  Is  it  placed  before  or  after 

the  words  and,  but,  or? . 

The  example  below  shows  another  way  of  combining  sentences.  Read  over  the  pair 
of  sentences,  and  see  how  the  comma  is  used  when  the  sentences  are  combined. 

1.  a)  We  saw  the  Temple  of  the  Warriors.  We  were  amazed  at  its  size. 

b)  When  we  saw  the  Temple  of  the  Warriors,  we  were  amazed  at  its  size. 

When  words  such  as  after,  before,  because,  and  when  begin  the  first  part  of  two 
combined  sentences,  the  comma  is  used.  Where  is  it  placed  in  these  sentences? 


Combine  the  sentences  below  using  words  such  as  and,  but,  or,  when,  after, 
because,  before.  Punctuate  the  sentences  using  the  comma  in  the  appropriate  place. 
Use  the  sentences  above  as  your  model. 

1.  We  had  been  digging  at  the  site  all  day.  We  were  tired  that  evening. 


2.  I  looked  in  the  card  catalogue.  I  found  the  book  I  needed. 


3.  Our  class  went  on  a  dig.  We  learned  a  great  deal  about  archaeology. 


4.  The  team  discovered  many  artifacts.  They  knew  a  village  had  existed  there. 


5.  They  dug  at  Punchaw  Lake.  They  found  artifacts  of  the  Carrier  Indians. 


60  Punctuation 


Theme:  "I  Dig,"  Starting  Points  in  Language 
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A  FRAGMENT  0S>... 

A  fragment  is  a  piece  of  a  sentence.  The  meaning  of  a  fragment  usually  leaves  you 
with  many  unanswered  questions.  Read  the  examples  of  fragments  below. 

Because  he  discovered  the  mummy. 

Are  you  told  what  happened?  Was  he  given  a  medal,  or  did  he  have  a  curse  put  on 
him  by  the  mummy? 


To  dig  at  midnight. 

Are  you  told  who  will  dig  at  midnight?  . 

What  questions  do  the  fragments  below  leave  you  with? 

When  he  found  nothing  at  the  site . 

Entered  the  dark  tomb . 

A  valuable  vase  of  gold  and  silver . 

Read  the  different  ways  of  correcting  the  underlined  fragments. 

1.  He  was  astonished.  When  he  found  the  mummy. 

The  fragment  belongs  with  the  sentence  before  it. 

Correction:  He  was  astonished  when  he  found  the  mummy. 

2.  After  they  decided  on  a  site.  They  began  to  dig. 

The  fragment  belongs  with  the  sentence  coming  after  it. 

Correction:  After  they  decided  on  a  site,  they  began  to  dig. 

3.  Ran  out  of  the  tomb. 

The  fragment  needs  a  subject. 

Correction:  He  ran  out  of  the  tomb. 

4.  With  great  excitement. 

The  fragment  needs  a  subject  and  a  verb. 

Correction:  With  great  excitement,  they  broke  the  last  seal  on  the  tomb. 

Correct  the  fragments  in  the  paragraph  below.  Make  your  corrections  by  rewriting 
the  paragraph  on  a  separate  piece  of  paper.  Which  of  the  above  methods  will  you 
use? 

Because  he  investigates  the  past.  An  archaeologist  is  like  a  detective.  He  is  inter¬ 
ested  in.  How  people  ate  and  worked,  lived  and  played.  He  tries  to  put  together  a 
picture.  Of  the  people  he  is  examining.  Many  of  the  clues  he  uses  are  called  artifacts. 
These  are  things  people.  Used  and  enjoyed.  Beautiful  things  as  well  as  everyday 
things. 
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Phrases 
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Phrases 

'  r  — I 


Adjectives  are  words  that  describe  or  modify  nouns.  These  modifiers  may  be'  single 
words  or  groups  of  words  called  adjective  phrases.  Read  the  sentences  below  noting 
the  underlined  adjective  phrases. 


The  door  of  the  tomb  was  closed. 

The  man  with  the  shovel  is  the  leader. 

The  vase  from  Egypt  is  very  old. 

The  adjective  phrase  of  the  tomb  describes  the  noun  door.  What  noun  does  each 
adjective  phrase  describe  in  the  other  two  sentences  above? 


Write  two  sentences  using  the  following  adjective  phrases: 
of  the  archaeologist  . 


with  the  beautiful  stones 


Read  the  sentences  below  noting  the  underlined  noun  in  each.  On  the  line  pro¬ 
vided,  rewrite  the  sentence  so  that  an  adjective  phrase  describes  the  noun.  The  first 
one  is  done  for  you. 

1.  The  mural  was  discovered.  The  mural  of  Egyptian  life  was  discovered. 

2.  The  statue  is  in  the  museum . 


3.  Our  class  found  a  society . 

U 


4.  The  dig  revealed  a  longhouse 


5.  They  found  the  scrolls  in  a  cave 
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young 


younger 


youngest 


This  digger  is  young.  This  digger  is  younger.  This  digger  is  the  youngest. 

When  you  are  comparing  two  things  or  people,  you  add  the  -er  ending  to  an  adjec¬ 
tive  like  young.  What  ending  do  you  add  when  you  are  comparing  more  than 

two  things?  . 

Sometimes  you  cannot  compare  adjectives  using  the  -er  and  -est  ending.  Read  the 
groups  of  sentences  below  to  find  out  what  happens. 

This  vase  is  beautiful.  This  one  is  more  beautiful.  That  vase  is  the  most  beautiful. 

When  using  longer  words,  you  do  not  add  -er  and  -est  endings.  The  word  beau- 
tifuller  would  be  very  awkward.  Instead,  you  use  either  more  or  most  before  the  ad¬ 
jective. 

Write  the  two  comparing  forms  of  the  adjectives  below.  Remember  that  you  will  use 
more  and  most  for  longer  adjectives.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

Comparing  Two  Things  Comparing  More  Than  Two  Things 
(Comparative  Form)  (Superlative  Form) 

fajnt  fainter  faintest 

warm  .  . 

important  .  . 

extravagant  .  . 

elaborate  .  . 

On  a  separate  piece  of  paper,  write  five  sentences  of  your  own.  Use  any  of  the 
comparing  forms  of  the  adjectives  you  wrote  above. 
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Read  the  sentences  below.  Note  the  underlined  tag  in  each  sentence. 

“Is  this  the  place,’’  asked  the  archaeologist,  “where  you  found  the  flint?’’ 
“Yes,’’  replied  the  young  girl,  “it’s  right  over  here.’’ 


When  a  tag  is  placed  in  the  middle  of  a  sentence,  it  breaks  the  speaker’s  words. 
This  is  called  a  broken  quotation.  The  speaker’s  words  make  up  one  sentence,  so  the 
second  group  of  words  does  not  begin  with  a  capital  letter. 

What  punctuation  is  used  before  and  after  the  tag? . 

Where  is  this  punctuation  placed  before  the  tag? . 

The  sentences  below  contain  tag  words  in  the  middle.  Use  quotation  marks  to 
punctuate  each  sentence. 

1.  I  know,  said  the  digger,  that  I  can  find  the  tomb. 

2.  Are  you  sure,  said  Dr.  Torres,  that  you  can  find  the  cave  again? 

3.  This  summer,  announced  the  archaeologist,  we  will  visit  those  ruins. 

Punctuate  the  sentences  below.  Use  the  sentences  at  the  top  of  the  page  as  your 
model. 

1.  Yes  replied  Chou  we  had  four  crops  of  rice  this  year 

2.  It’s  hard  work  said  Ken  but  it’s  also  a  lot  of  fun 

3.  At  first  we  thought  it  was  a  fossil  said  Martin  but  now  we  know  it’s  not 

Rewrite  the  sentences  below  placing  capitals  and  punctuation  where  needed.  The  tag 
words  are  in  a  different  place  in  each  sentence. 

1.  ms.  fladmark  said  the  information  will  be  released  very  soon 


2.  there  were  about  forty  of  us  involved  in  that  dig  commented  ms.  thorpe 


3.  we  were  digging  in  that  spot  said  the  boy  when  we  spotted  the  arrowheads 
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There  are  two  basic  sentence  patterns  in  our  language.  Read  the  labeled  sentences 
below  to  see  what  these  patterns  are. 


N  V 
Sheldon  dug. 

A  brooch  was  found. 
The  man  scraped. 


N  V  N 

Sheldon  found  a  sword. 
The  brooch  had  a  jewel. 
The  man  scraped  the  hide. 


What  two  kinds  of  words  are  the  basic  ingredients  of  our  sentence  patterns? 


What  are  the  two  basic  patterns?  . 

Complete  the  sentences  below  by  adding  adjectives  to  describe  the  underlined 
nouns.  Then  label  the  pattern  of  your  sentences.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

N  ADJ  V  ADJ  N 

1.  The  archaeologist .  foe  mustache  discovered  an  .  ?P.cfo.fo  vase. 

2.  The .  site  revealed  treasures . 

3 .  pottery .  was  found. 

Complete  the  sentences  below  by  adding  adverbs  to  describe  the  underlined  verbs. 
Then  label  the  pattern  of  your  sentences. 


1  .  Louis  S.  B.  Leakey  visited  the  gorge. 

2  .  the  archaeologist  . 


examined  the  fossil. 

3.  The  dwellings  were  built . 

Complete  the  sentences  below  by  adding  adjectives  or  adverbs.  Then  label  the 
pattern  of  your  sentences.  On  a  separate  piece  of  paper,  write  sentences  of  your  own 
using  these  patterns. 


1 .  The .  Indians  lived  . 

2.  The  paintings  . revealed  their  culture. 

3.  The  sword .  was  located  . 

4 .  they  hunted  deer . 
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Look  at  the  cartoons  on  this  page.  Choose  one  cartoon,  and  use  it  to  write  a  story 
beginning  on  a  separate  piece  of  paper.  Will  your  beginning  tell  about  the  main  char¬ 
acter  of  your  story?  Will  it  tell  about  the  time  and  place  of  your  story?  Or  will  you  get 
the  reader  right  into  the  action  of  your  story? 
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When  you  have  written  your  story,  you  should  proofread  it  carefully  and  mark  any 
errors  you  find.  After  making  the  necessary  corrections,  you  will  be  ready  to  give  the 
story  to  your  readers. 

The  paragraph  below  is  from  a  story  written  by  Lise.  She  has  proofread  this 
paragraph.  Look  over  the  list  of  proofreading  symbols  and  read  Lise’s  paragraph 
noting  the  corrections  she  indicates.  Then  rewrite  her  paragraph  on  the  lines  pro¬ 
vided  making  the  necessary  corrections. 


F  =  fragment  P  =  needs  punctuation  <fj=  make  a  paragraph 

R  =  run-on  sentence,  too  long  Sp  =  wrong  spelling  Cap  =  capital  letter 

V  =  wrong  verb  tense,  agreement  WW  =  wrong  word  misused  or  needed 

Every  morning  Sara  watched  for  the  mailman  and  rush  out  to  see  what  he  had  left. 

Finally  after  she  had  waited  for  two  weeks  the  parcil  arrived.  It  was  a  gift  from  her 

Cap  p 

Aunt  Ruth  who  was  an  Archaeologist  working  in  a  distant  land  her  Aunt  Ruth  hadnt 

WW 

told  her  what  the  gift  was  she  just  said  that  it  was  very  old  and  rather  strangely. 


Sp  Cap 

Quickly  untyeing  the  package  sara  discovered  a  small  pottery  cat  wrapped  in  tissue 

V 

paper.  At  first  she  was  disappointed.  It  looks  like  something  she  could  have  made 

F  WW  p 

herself.  In  pottery  class.  But  as  she  examined  it  more  close  the  cats  eyes  seemed  to 


Ca 


stare  at  her  with  a  life  of  their  own. 
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Words  often  have  more  than  one  meaning.  To  one  person,  a  spade  might  mean  a 
type  of  playing  card.  To  an  archaeologist,  a  spade  might  mean  a  type  of  digging  tool. 

Read  the  sentences  below  noting  the  underlined  word.  Each  word  is  used  as  an  ar¬ 
chaeologist  might  use  it.  On  the  line  below,  write  a  sentence  using  the  word  in  a 
meaning  with  which  you  are  familiar. 

1.  “We  had  a  successful  dig  today,’’  said  the  archaeologist  as  he  showed  his  friends 
the  pieces  of  pottery. 


2.  “I  must  catalogue  these  arrowheads  right  away.  The  museum  will  want  a  list 
describing  these  items,  and  I’ll  need  one  too,  to  keep  things  in  order.” 


3.  This  summer  the  team  discovered  the  ruins  of  an  ancient  temple.  Weather,  wind, 
and  time  had  worn  down  this  once  magnificent  temple.  Now  a  few  walls  remained 
standing,  and  the  rest  of  the  temple  was  only  a  pile  of  stones. 


Read  the  sentences  below  noting  the  underlined  word  in  each.  These  words  have  a 
special  meaning  to  a  scientist  such  as  an  archaeologist.  Use  a  dictionary  to  find  out 
what  these  meanings  are  and  write  the  meanings  on  the  line  provided. 

1.  This  record  has  sold  a  million  copies. 


2.  Dad  made  a  layer  cake  the  other  day,  and  it  was  delicious. 


3.  I  have  joined  a  society  for  the  prevention  of  crueltv  to  pets. 

U 


4.  “I’ll  ask  my  mummy  to  help  us,”  said  the  little  boy  to  his  friend. 


5.  “I  find  this  movie  very  boring,”  whispered  Sal. 


68  Vocabulary 


Theme:  "I  Dig,”  Starting  Points  in  Language 


Imagine  that  your  teacher  gave  you  the  topic,  “Hunting  for  Arrowheads,’’  and  asked 
you  to  write  a  paragraph  about  it.  Your  first  step  would  be  to  decide  on  a  topic  sen¬ 
tence.  One  topic  sentence  you  might  use  is  the  following:  “Hunting  for  arrowheads  is 
an  interesting  way  to  spend  an  afternoon.” 

Write  another  topic  sentence  that  you  could  use  for  this  topic. 


What  would  be  your  next  step  after  you  have  written  your  topic  sentence? 


Complete  the  topics  below  by  adding  a  main  idea. 

1 .  A  visit  to  a  museum  . 

2.  Old  things  are . 

3.  Helping  around  the  house  . 

4.  If  you  had  a  dig  in  my  bedroom,  . 

Choose  two  of  your  topic  sentences.  On  the  lines  below,  list  at  least  four  support¬ 
ing  details  for  each  topic  sentence.  Then  choose  one  of  your  paragraph  plans  and 
use  it  to  write  a  paragraph  on  a  separate  piece  of  paper. 

Topic  Sentence: . 

1 . 

2 . 

3  . 

4  . 

Topic  Sentence: . 

1 . 

2 . 

3  . 

4  . 
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FACT  (^  OPINION  ? 

A  fact  is  a  statement  that  is  known  to  be  true.  An  opinion  tells  what  is  believed  to 
be  true  about  something.  Words  such  as  believe,  probably,  might,  likely  and  suggest 
are  often  used  in  opinions.  Study  the  following  example: 

Fact:  This  is  the  site  of  the  ancient  city. 

Opinion:  It  is  likely  that  this  is  the  site  of  the  ancient  city. 

Read  the  sentence  pairs  below.  Which  sentence  in  each  pair  tells  a  fact?  Which 
sentence  tells  an  opinion?  On  the  line  provided,  write  fact  or  opinion. 

1.  These  Indians  may  have  come  here  from  Alaska . 

These  Indians  came  here  from  Alaska . 

2.  They  hunted  or  fished  for  food . 

They  probably  hunted  or  fished  for  food . 

3.  This  vase  was  decorated  by  a  village  craftsman . 

A  village  craftsman  may  have  decorated  this  vase . 

Read  the  sentences  below.  Tell  whether  each  is  a  fact  or  an  opinion.  If  the  sen¬ 
tence  is  a  fact,  rewrite  it  as  an  opinion.  If  the  sentence  is  an  opinion,  rewrite  it  as  a 
fact.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

1.  The  Olmecs  carved  these  giant  stone  heads . f??t . 

The  Olmecs  probably  carved  these  giant  stone  heads,  opinion 

2.  Human  sacrifices  may  have  taken  place  here . 


3.  This  structure  suggests  that  these  people  worshipped  the  sun 

4.  This  tribe  exchanged  gold  for  clothing  and  food . 


5.  We  believe  the  tribe  came  to  this  area  around  450  A.D 
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Some  words  imitate  the  sounds  they  name.  For  example,  words  like  buzz,  clank, 
and  bash  sound  much  like  the  sounds  they  name.  Read  the  sentences  below  and  un¬ 
derline  the  sound  words  in  each. 


1.  The  thunder  boomed  across  the  prairie  sky. 

2.  When  she  saw  the  sugar,  Goldie  started  to  neigh  and  whinny  with  delight. 

3.  The  stallions  screamed,  slashed,  and  lunged  at  each  other. 

4.  The  blare  of  trumpets  and  the  clash  of  cymbals  announced  the  start  of  the  rodeo. 
Write  several  words  to  describe  the  sounds  made  by  the  following  things. 

1.  frying  bacon: . 

2.  laughter:  . 

3.  rain:  . 

4.  a  cat:  . 

Look  at  the  picture  below  and  try  to  imagine  that  you  too  are  at  this  rodeo.  What 
sounds  do  you  hear?  Are  they  loud  or  soft  sounds?  What  makes  these  sounds?  On  a 
separate  piece  of  paper  write  a  short  paragraph  about  what  you  can  hear.  Try  to  use 
words  that  imitate  the  different  sounds  of  the  rodeo. 
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Label  the  pattern  of  each  of  the  sentences  below.  Note  the  circled  word  in  each 
sentence. 

Horses  trot,  (^ancT^  ducks  waddle. 

This  horse  pulled  a  cart,  (^but^)  that  horse  pulled  a  sleigh. 

Dad  will  drive  me,  Cjo7^)  I  will  ride  my  horse. 

The  sentences  above  are  made  up  of  two  main  parts.  What  sentence  pattern  can 
each  main  part  be  made  up  of? 


What  words  can  be  used  to  link  or  join  each  of  these  main  parts? 


When  connectives  such  as  and,  but,  or  are  used  to  join  two  or  more  sentences,  a 
compound  sentence  is  formed. 

Complete  the  compound  sentences  below  by  adding  one  of  the  conjunctions  and, 
but,  or. 

1.  The  horses  formed  a  circle,  .  the  wolves  could  not  attack. 

2.  They  stood  watching, .  the  tractors  rolled  by  them. 

3.  Sunrise  ran  very  fast,  .  he  did  not  win  the  race. 

4.  You  may  visit  the  horse  farm,  .  you  may  go  to  a  movie. 

The  groups  of  sentences  below  could  be  more  effective.  Combine  these  sentences 
using  one  of  the  connectives  and,  but,  or.  What  kind  of  sentence  are  you  making? 

1.  I  bought  a  pinto.  My  brother  bought  a  bay. 


2.  The  chuckwagons  rounded  the  last  turn.  The  crowd  roared  with  excitement. 


3.  Horses  left  America  by  the  Bering  land  bridge.  People  came  to  America  by  this 
bridge. 
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Read  the  two  passages  below,  noting  how  the  person  says  or  does  things  in  each. 


There  was  a  terrified  silence  as  Big  Bart  slammed  the  saloon  doors  with  his  fists 
and  burst  into  the  room.  One  of  the  doors  fell  off  its  hinges  and  clattered  to  the  floor. 
In  a  low,  hoarse  voice,  Big  Bart  announced,  “I’m  looking  for  that  rat  Sam  Stinson - 
where  is  he?’’ 

There  was  silence  in  the  saloon  as  Big  Bart  burst  into  the  room.  He  tripped  over  his 
spurs  and  fell  flat  on  his  face.  People  started  snickering  but  Big  Bart  ignored  them. 
He  was  too  busy  getting  to  his  feet.  Then  he  asked  in  a  high-pitched,  trembling  voice, 
“l-l’m  l-l-l-ooking  for  th-that  r-r-r-at  S-Sam  St-St-St-Stinson-wh-where  is  h-h-he?’’ 

Would  you  be  frightened  of  the  person  in  the  first  paragraph?  Why  or  why  not?  . . . 


If  you  were  Sam  Stinson,  would  the  person  in  the  second  paragraph  have  you 
worried?  Why  or  why  not? 


Telling  how  a  person  says  or  does  things  is  another  way  of  describing  a  character. 
In  each  sentence  below,  describe  how  each  person  is  speaking  or  doing  something. 
The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

1.  George  strode  through  the  crowd,  . ,  PMshin9  and  shoving  everyone  in  his  path. 

2.  “Where  is  my  lunch  box?’’ . 

3.  “I’m  supposed  to  ride  that  horse?’’ . 

4.  The  horse  looked  at  his  rider  . 

5.  He  looked  at  the  crowd . 

Choose  one  of  the  following  situations  and  write  a  conversation  between  the  two 
people.  Remember  that  your  goal  is  to  show  the  reader  what  the  people  are  like  by 
telling  how  they  say  or  do  things. 

1.  A  brother  and  sister  are  going  to  share  a  horse.  They  must  decide  what  kind  of 
horse  they  want  to  buy. 

2.  Two  jockeys  are  discussing  which  one  has  the  better  chance  of  winning  the  race. 

3.  An  old  horse  is  explaining  to  a  young  horse  why  people  like  horse  races. 

4.  A  rich  rancher  is  talking  to  a  poor  rancher  about  the  size  of  their  herds. 
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YOUR  OPINION ! 

In  some  of  the  paragraphs  you  write,  you  will  give  your  opinion  about  a  topic.  Your 
next  step  is  to  give  several  reasons  for  having  this  opinion. 

Read  the  paragraph  below  noting  the  underlined  opinion.  Are  reasons  for  this 
opinion  given? 

I  think  owning  a  horse  would  be  a  lot  of  fun.  On  the  weekends  we  would  go  for 
long  trail  rides  and  enjoy  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  woods.  We  might  even  make  our 
own  trails!  My  horse  would  be  like  a  good  friend,  and  I  would  take  good  care  of  him. 
Grooming  and  feeding  him  would  be  hard  work,  but  I  would  enjoy  making  him  look 
beautiful. 

Is  the  opinion  in  this  paragraph  supported  with  reasons?  What  are  some  reasons? 


Add  a  reason  of  your  own  to  support  this  opinion. 


Each  of  the  opinions  below  could  be  the  topic  sentence  for  a  paragraph.  For  each 
opinion,  give  at  least  three  reasons  to  support  the  opinion. 

1.  All  children  should  have  a  pet. 


2.  Horses  are  beautiful  animals. 


3.  People  who  own  animals  should  look  after  them  properly. 
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Read  the  conversation  in  the  cartoons  below  noting  the  underlined  words. 


Another  use  of  the  apostrophe  is  in  contractions.  A  contraction  is  a  word  made 
from  two  other  words.  Some  contractions  are  I’m  (I  am)  and  you’ve  (you  have).  The 
apostrophe  in  such  contractions  takes  the  place  of  the  missing  letters.  For  example  in 
I’m,  the  apostrophe  takes  the  place  of  the  letter  a.  In  the  contraction  you’ve,  the 
apostrophe  takes  the  place  of  the  letters  ha. 

Look  at  the  underlined  contractions  in  the  cartoon  above.  On  the  lines  below,  write 
the  full  form  of  each  contraction. 


Correct  the  sentences  below  by  placing  an  apostrophe  where  it  is  needed. 

1.  Lets  go  to  the  race  today.  Itll  be  an  exciting  one! 

2.  Youve  got  to  get  over  your  fear  of  jumping. 

3.  Shes  in  the  rear  — now  shes  pulling  out  — now  shes  overtaking  him! 

4.  Whats  this?  Its  a  saddle,  and  youre  going  to  wear  it.  Youre  joking. 
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Read  the 


I  am  watching  a  horse. 

They  are  running  in  the  race. 

The  stallion  was  galloping. 

The  horses  were  pulling  a  coach. 

They  are  running  in  the  race. 

How  many  parts  make  up  the  underlined  verbs? . . . 

The  words  am,  is,  and  are  show  present  time.  What  time  do  the  words  was  and 
were  show? . 

Verbs  are  often  used  with  another  word  called  a  helper  verb.  These  words  tell  you 
the  time  or  tense  of  a  verb  and  also  signal  the  presence  of  a  verb.  Words  such  as  am, 
is,  are,  was,  and  were  can  be  helper  verbs. 

Unscramble  the  sentences  below.  Remember  that  the  helper  verb  and  the  -ing  form 
of  the  verb  will  go  together.  Which  will  you  write  first  — the  helper  verb  or  the  -ing 
form  of  the  verb? 


1.  We  poster  are  a  designing . 

2.  He  riding  was  horse  a . 

3.  Is  horses  training  she . 

Complete  the  sentences  below  using  the  verb  in  brackets.  Use  a  helper  verb  and 
the  -ing  form  of  the  verb  in  brackets.  The  underlined  words  in  each  sentence  will 
help  you  decide  the  tense  of  the  helping  verb  — past  or  present. 

1.  Today  we  . ^r.e.  watching .  a  movie  about  horses,  (watch) 

2.  Yesterday  we . about  farming,  (read) 

3.  Right  now  I  .  a  report  about  Equus.  (write) 

4.  Last  week  they .  songs,  (sing) 

5.  This  week  they  .  songs,  (compose) 

6.  Now.. Red  Velvet  .  around  the  track!  (come) 

7.  We  thought  he  . the  race  (|0se) 
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Read  the  sentences  below  noting  the  underlined  verbs  in  each.  What  time  does 
each  sentence  tell  you  about  — the  present,  the  past,  or  the  future? 

I  have  watched  that  program  before . 

She  will  be  watching  the  horse  race  tomorrow . 

They  are  going  to  the  show  today . 

Next  year  he  will  write  a  book  about  horses . 

Just  as  there  are  different  ways  of  telling  past  and  present  time,  there  are  different 
forms  for  telling  about  future  time.  You  may  use  the  helping  verbs  wijj  or  wil]  be  in 
order  to  show  future  tense  or  time. 

Write  sentences  using  the  future  tense  of  the  verbs  given.  You  will  use  either  will  or 
will  be  with  each  verb. 

jumping . 

travel  . 


growing 


Read  the  sentences  below  noting  the  underlined  verbs  in  each.  On  the  line  provid¬ 
ed,  rewrite  each  sentence  so  that  the  verbs  tell  about  a  different  time  or  tense.  Then 
exchange  your  sentences  with  a  classmate,  and  tell  whether  the  new  verbs  are  in  the 
present,  past,  or  future  tense.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 


1. 


The  horse  was  racing  here 


The  horse  will  be  racing  here. 


Future 


2.  Horses  are  running  in  our  field 


3.  We  will  be  buying  a  palomino 


4.  I  was  learning  to  sing  that  song 


5.  Anna  is  riding  her  horse  to  school 


Sentence  Building  77 


Details^  Descriptions 

Look  at  the  picture  below  and  then  read  the  paragraph  that  follows  it. 


Freedom  is  a  beautiful  horse.  He  is  large.  He  is  intelligent.  He  has  a  beautiful  coat 
and  is  a  beautiful  color.  He  has  a  beautiful  face. 


What  details  does  the  paragraph  give  about  Freedom’s  appearance? 


Are  these  details  good  description,  or  are  they  too  general? 


What  details  does  the  picture  show  that  the  paragraph  does  not  mention? 


On  a  separate  piece  of  paper,  write  a  paragraph  describing  Freedom.  Use  the 
picture  to  help  you  tell  about  his  appearance.  You  might  also  describe  where 
Freedom  is  and  what  he  is  doing. 
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Read  the  paragraph  below. 


All  his  life  Peter  had  loved  horses.  He  read  horse  stories,  drew  countless  pictures  of 
horses,  and  even  dreamed  about  horses  at  night.  For  his  birthday  his  grandfather  had 
given  him  two  months  of  riding  lessons  at  a  nearby  stable.  Peter  was  so  excited  that 
he  felt  he  would  burst.  But  his  whole  world  turned  black  when  his  father  had  said, 
“Peter,  I  think  you’re  too  young  for  riding  lessons.  Let’s  wait  another  year  until  you 
are  stronger.” 


The  conflict  in  this  story  is  between  two  people.  Who  are  they? 


What  is  the  conflict  about? 


Read  the  situations  below.  Name  the  people  who  are  in  conflict  in  each  situation, 
and  tell  what  their  conflict  is  about. 

“There’s  no  way  a  young  kid  like  you  is  going  to  enter  that  rodeo,”  said  Pam’s  older 
brother.  “You  could  break  every  bone  in  your  body.” 

“You’re  not  going  to  stop  me,”  cried  Pam.  “I  know,  I  just  know  I  can  win!” 


“We’re  going  to  have  to  trap  that  wild  stallion.  He’s  stolen  too  many  horses  from 
our  own  herd,”  said  Jim’s  father. 

“But  Dad,”  pleaded  Jim,  “he’s  too  wild  and  beautiful  to  be  locked  up  in  a  corral. 
He  has  to  be  free  — he  just  has  to  be  left  free.” 


Choose  one  of  the  situations  above.  Think  about  what  will  happen  and  what  the 
people  will  do  in  the  situation.  How  will  the  conflict  be  solved?  Will  it  be  solved?  On 
a  separate  piece  of  paper,  continue  the  story  by  telling  your  reader  what  happens  in 
the  conflict  between  the  two  people. 
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When  you  have  decided  on  your  main  headings  and  sub-headings  in  a  report 


outline,  you  can  add  the  details.  The  details  tell  more  about  the  sub-headings.  In  the 
report  on  page  58,  the  detail  under  the  sub-heading,  "Paste,”  would  be  "kind 
depends  on  objects  used  in  collage.” 

Study  the  outline  below.  Then,  using  the  report  on  page  58,  complete  the  outline  by 
adding  the  missing  sub-headings  and  details. 

I.  What  Collage  Is 

A.  Art  of  cutting  and  pasting 

1.  as  old  as  folk  art,  or  as  modern  as  today 

2 . 

II.  Materials  Needed  For  Collage 

A.  Paste 

1.  kind  depends  on  objects  used  in  collage 

B.  Objects  to  be  pasted 

1.  paper-grocery  bags  to  Japanese  rice  papers 

2 . 

C.  Backing  Material 

1 . . 

2 . 

III.  How  To  Make  a  Collage 


1.  shift  it  around  and  decide  on  an  arrangement 

2 . 

B.  Paste  your  paper 

1 . 

2.  when  paper  is  placed,  smooth  it  with  your  hands 

3 . . 
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Details  in  Order 


When  you  organize  your  notes  for  a  report,  you  will  first  decide  on  your  main  head¬ 
ings  and  sub-headings  and  then  on  the  details  you  will  include.  Below  is  part  of  an 
outline  for  a  report.  The  main  headings  and  sub-headings  are  in  place,  but  the  details 
are  missing.  Read  the  details  below  and  list  each  under  the  correct  main  heading. 


—  square  dancing  a  popular  activity 
—jeans  and  check  shirts  with  stetson  hats 

—  August  1,  1912,  huge  crowd  rode  through  streets  of  Calgary 

—  Indian  Village  with  tepees  and  crafts  made  by  Native  People 

—  for  breakfast,  pancakes  and  maple  syrup 

—  this  crowd  was  the  first  ever  Calgary  Stampede  Parade 

—  snacks  include  hot  dogs,  hamburgers,  candy  floss  and  rainbow  ice  cream 

-the  chuckwagon  race,  called  the  Rangeland  Derby,  is  the  most  dangerous  form  of 
racing  in  the  world 

—  bronc  riding,  where  the  horse  usually  wins 

—  frilly  dresses  of  the  pioneer  days 


I.  The  Calgary  Stampede 

A.  How  it  started 

1 . 

2 . 

B.  Clothing  worn  at  the  Stampede 

1 . 

2 . 

C.  Food  at  the  Stampede 

1 . 

2 . 

D.  Stampede  Activities 

1 . 

2 . 

3  . 

4  . 
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Frank  is  writing  a  letter  to  ask  for  advice  from  “Dear  Henry.’’  However,  his  letter 
contains  several  errors.  Many  of  his  verbs  do  not  agree  with  their  subjects.  Use  the 
chart  below  to  help  you  underline  the  errors  in  Frank’s  letter. 


1  am 

you  are 
he,  she,  it  is 

we  are 

you  are 
they  are 

1  was 

you  were 

he,  she,  it  was 

we  were 

you  were 
they  were 

1  need 

we  need 

1  do 

we  do 

you  need 

you  need 

you  do 

you  do 

he,  she,  it  needs 

they  need 

he,  she,  it  does 

they  do 

Dear  Henry: 


I  needs  your  help  with  a  very  big  problem.  My  brother  always  tease  me  about  the 
braces  I  wears.  He  say  I  looks  like  the  back  end  of  our  car.  He  also  say  other  things, 
but  they  are  too  mean  and  horrible  to  tell  you.  Sometimes  I  wishes  I  could  haul  off 
and  punch  him,  but  I  knows  this  would  not  do  any  good.  My  brother  is  very  big. 

Yesterday  were  the  final  straw.  I  were  on  my  way  home  from  school  with  some 
friends.  We  was  talking  about  joining  the  football  team,  when  my  rotten  brother  came 
up  behind  us  .  .  . 

Correct  the  verbs  in  this  letter  by  writing  the  correct  form  above  the  verb  you  un¬ 
derlined.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you.  Then  continue  Frank’s  letter  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  Make  sure  that  your  subjects  and  verbs  agree. 
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Theme:  "Dear  Puzzled,"  Starting  Points  in  Language 


Gfeoose 


Chose 


Read  the  sentences  below  noting  the  underlined  verbs.  What  tense  are  the  verbs? 


She  watched  TV. 

The  letter  puzzled  me. 

He  bought  a  postcard. 

The  past  tense  of  many  verbs  is  formed  by  adding  the  -ed  ending  to  the  verb. 
However,  some  verbs  do  not  form  the  past  tense  in  this  way.  They  are  called  irregular 
verbs.  Below  are  some  of  these  verbs.  Notice  the  past  tense  form —sometimes  a  few 
letters  change,  and  sometimes  the  entire  word  changes. 


Present  Tense 

Past  Tense 

Present  Tense 

Past  Tense 

choose 

chose 

swim 

swam 

eat 

ate 

throw 

threw 

bring 

brought 

see 

saw 

catch 

caught 

write 

wrote 

draw 

drew 

break 

broke 

go 

went 

tear 

tore 

drive 

drove 

know 

knew 

ride 

rode 

hold 

held 

buy 

bought 

drink 

drank 

Complete  each  sentence  by  using  the  past  tense  of  the  verb  at  the  end  of  the  sen¬ 
tence.  Use  the  chart  above  to  help  you. 


1.  Lucy .  the  TV  program,  choose 

2.  I . a  letter  to  “Dear  Henry.’’  write 

3.  They . . across  the  lake  last  Saturday,  swim 

4.  Linus  . that  Lucy  was  a  bully,  know 

5.  She .  home  later  that  afternoon,  go 


Write  four  sentences  using  the  past  tense  of  the  verbs  below. 


eat 


see 

tear 

hold 
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★★★★ 


drafting  a 


Paragraph  PLfiN 


Choose  one  of  the  topics  below.  Make  a  paragraph  outline  for  the  topic  in  the 
space  below. 


1.  How  To  Be  a  Good  Friend 

2.  Moving  to  a  New  Neighborhood 

3.  Diaries  Are  Private 

4.  My  Job 


5.  A  Bill  of  Rights  for  Me 

6.  A  Problem  I  Solved 

7.  Some  Good  Advice 

8.  Arguing  Is  .  .  . 


Topic 


Main  Idea  about  Topic 


Topic  sentence:  . . 
Supporting  Details 


Now  write  a  paragraph  from  your  outline.  Will  you  use  all  the  supporting  details  you 
listed  in  your  outline?  In  what  order  will  you  put  the  supporting  details? 


U 
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Paragraphs  in  a  CONVERSATION 

Read  the  selection  below  carefully. 

Linda  saw  her  friend  Mark  sitting  on  his  front  steps  looking  very  glum.  She  went 
over  to  him  and  said  sympathetically,  “Hi,  Mark.  Is  anything  wrong?’’ 

“I’ll  say!’’  exclaimed  Mark.  “Everyone  in  my  class  is  going  on  a  trip,  but  my  mom 
says  that  I  can’t  go  because  we  can’t  afford  it.” 

“Gee,  that’s  too  bad,”  replied  Linda. 

“If  there  were  only  some  way  for  me  to  earn  some  money,”  sighed  Mark  sadly. 

Linda  thought  for  a  while  and  then  she  said  brightly,  “Say,  I’ve  got  an  idea!  My 
family  is  going  away  next  week.  If  you  take  over  my  paper  route  and  my  brother 
Terry’s,  you  could  earn  enough  to  go  on  the  trip.” 

“Thanks,  Linda!”  said  Mark  gratefully.  “That’s  a  swell  idea.” 

Who  are  the  two  characters  having  a  conversation?  . 

How  many  times  does  each  character  speak  in  the  conversation?  . 

How  many  paragraphs  are  there  in  the  selection? . 

Make  up  a  rule  about  paragraphing  and  characters  speaking  in  a  story. 


Mark  paragraphs  where  they  are  needed  in  the  selection  below.  Use  the  paragraph 
proofreading  mark  (  (Jj  ) 

Mark  and  Linda  walked  over  to  Linda’s  house.  “I  don’t  think  Terry  has  left  yet  for 
the  hockey  game.  Let’s  ask  him  about  our  idea  now,”  suggested  Linda.  “I  hope  he 
hasn’t  asked  one  of  his  friends  to  take  over  his  paper  route  yet,”  remarked  Mark  as 
they  entered  the  house.  “Terry,  are  you  home?”  Linda  called  out  loudly.  “Yes,  down 
here,”  answered  Terry  from  the  basement.  “I’m  just  getting  my  equipment  together.” 
Linda  and  Mark  went  down  into  the  basement  and  Linda  explained,  “Terry,  Mark 
would  like  to  do  our  papers  while  we’re  away.  He  really  needs  the  money.”  “Yeh,  I 
guess  so.  Sure!”  answered  Terry  enthusiastically.  “How  about  if  you  make  out  a  list 
of  your  customers  for  him  and  take  him  around  with  you  one  day  this  week?” 
suggested  Linda.  “Yeh,  that’s  a  good  idea,”  answered  Terry.  “Good,”  said  Linda, 
“and  I’ll  do  the  same.” 
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*  thesaurus  *Is... 


A  thesaurus  is  a  book  that  gives  you  information  about  words.  Read  the  entries 
below  from  a  thesaurus  called  In  Other  Words.  What  kind  of  information  do  the 
entries  give  you? 


annoy 

v.  aggravate,  irritate,  bother, 
pester,  irk,  badger,  trouble 

Father  was  annoyed  by  the  question. 
n.  The  dog’s  barking  was  an 
annoyance. 

soothe,  calm,  help 

happy 

adj.  joyful,  merry,  glad,  delighted, 
cheerful,  gay,  jolly,  jovial, 
bright,  sunny,  cheery,  pleased 

Judy  is  always  a  happy  girl. 

sad,  sorrowful,  dejected, 
moody,  miserable,  troubled 

laughable 

adj.  funny,  comical,  humorous 

Jim’s  masquerade  costume  is  laughable. 

serious,  morbid,  solemn,  sad, 
melancholy 

puzzle 

v.  confuse,  baffle,  confound, 
embarrass 

His  strange  answer  puzzled  me. 
n.  That  puzzle  was  soon  solved. 

make  clear,  enlighten 

What  information  does  a  thesaurus  give  you? 


1.  Choose  two  synonyms  for  the  word  annoy.  Use  each  word  in  a  sentence. 


2.  Choose  one  antonym  for  the  word  happy.  Use  the  word  in  a  sentence. 


3.  If  something  baffles  you,  do  you  understand  it?  . 

If  something  enlightens  you,  do  you  understand  it?  . . . . 

4.  Use  the  antonyms  laughable  and  serious  in  a  sentence. 
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Theme:  "Dear  Puzzled,"  Starting  Points  in  language 


After  you  have  written  a  rough  copy  of  your  paragraph,  the  next  step  is  to  proof¬ 
read  it.  When  you  proofread,  you  read  your  paragraph  over  very  carefully  and  mark 
any  errors  you  find.  After  marking  the  errors,  you  are  ready  to  write  your  corrected 
paragraph -you  will  then  have  the  best  possible  paragraph  that  you  can  write. 


Here  are  proofreading  marks  you  can  use  to  indicate  errors  and  changes  needed  in 
your  work. 


—  make  a  paragraph 
Sp  — correct  spelling 
A  —  insert  a  word 
F  —  fragment 


WW  —  wrong  word 
R  —  run-on  sentence,  too  long 
V  —  wrong  verb  form  or  tense 
Cap  — capital  letter  needed 


Read  the  paragraph  below  to  see  how  these  symbols  have  been  used. 

W  F 

Last  week  my  mother  decided.  To  teach  my  brother  Harvey  a  lesson. 


Harvey  is  so  messy  that  he  makes  a  lot  of  extra  work  for  Mom.  Every  day 

F 

she  goes  around  picking  up  after  him.  Has  to  clean  his  room  too.  Well, 

R 

finally  Mom  had  enough  of  this,  so  she  changed  her  approach.  Every 

V 

time  she  find  something  of  Harvey’s  around  the  house  she  would  put  it 


into  a  big  green  garbage  bag  at  the  end  of  the  week  she  had  two  bags 

P  Ca? 

full  of  Harveys  things  and  had  to  store  the  bags  in  the  basement,  she  also 


didn’t  tidy  up  Harvey’s  room.  Soon  Harvey  couldn’t  find  any  of  his  games 


or  books.  His  room  was  such  disaster  area  that  he  couldn’t  find  a  place 


to  put  his  feet  when  he  walked  in.  Finally  Harvey  laughed  and  said,  OK 

WW  SP 

Mom,  you  win.  From  now  on  I’m  going  to  be  neatly.”  Harvey  relized  that 

V 

being  in  a  family  is  like  being  part  of  a  team,  and  that  he  had  not  be 


doing  his  share. 

On  a  separate  piece  of  paper  rewrite  this  paragraph  making  all  the  changes  in¬ 
dicated.  Remember  that  you  may  have  to  change  some  words  in  order  to  make  the 
changes. 


Writing  Paragraphs  87 


COMMON 


snoDdf]  PROPER  NOONS 


Read  the  sentences  below  noting  the  underlined  nouns. 


Kerry  walked  home  slowly. 

Brian  moved  to  British  Columbia  last  week. 

Dominic  had  a  job  at  the  Parkway  Plaza. 

The  sentences  above  show  you  two  kinds  of  nouns.  Common  nouns  name  general 
persons,  places,  objects  and  qualities.  Some  common  nouns  are  girl,  book,  machine 
and  problem.  Proper  nouns  name  particular  persons  and  places.  Some  proper  nouns 
would  be  Ottawa,  Canada  and  Cartier.  Proper  nouns  are  always  capitalized. 

Look  back  at  the  underlined  nouns  in  the  sentences  above.  Which  nouns  are 


proper  nouns?  . 

Which  three  nouns  are  common  nouns?  . 

Complete  the  sentences  below  by  adding  a  proper  noun.  Will  you  name  a  person  or 
a  place?  Do  not  forget  to  capitalize  your  proper  noun. 

1 .  asked  Henry  about  her  problem. 

2.  It  was  a  map  of  . 

3.  The  store  is  located  at  221 . 

4 .  is  a  very  large  river. 


Complete  the  sentences  below  by  adding  a  common  noun. 

1.  Jules  bought  his  mother . 

2.  Henry  decided  to  chop  down  . 

3 .  shows  two  boys  at  a  shoeshine  stand. 

4-  His .  is  mean  and  crabby. 

Write  four  sentences  of  your  own  using  the  common  and  proper  nouns  below. 

newspaper  . 

The  Daily  Sun  . 

Linus  . 

argument  . 
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Theme:  "Dear  Puzzled,”  Starting  Points  in  Language 


You  have  learned  about  the  NV  and  NVN  sentence  patterns.  The  sentences  below 
show  you  a  third  pattern.  Look  at  the  labels  carefully  to  see  what  this  pattern  is. 

NVN  N 
Henry  sent  Joan  a  letter. 

NVN  N 

Lucy  bought  Linus  a  blanket. 

What  has  been  added  to  the  NVN  pattern?  . 

The  sentences  below  are  in  the  NVNN  pattern.  As  they  are  written  here,  they  do  not 
make  sense.  Unscramble  the  words  so  that  each  sentence  makes  sense.  Then  label 
the  pattern  of  the  sentence.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

N  V  N(Pro)  N 

1.  Friend  a  gave  dog  my  me.  . .  MX  .  ,riend..9ave  .  me  .  a. .  do9; . 

2.  A  sent  nasty  Lucy  Charlie  letter . 


3.  Girl  the  a  drew  the  map  man 


4.  Made  Chris  collage  a  Henry 


Use  the  following  nouns  to  create  sentences  of  your  own  in  the  NVNN  pattern. 
Verbs  such  as  make,  buy,  send,  draw,  give,  sell,  write,  bake,  and  cook  can  be  used  in 
this  kind  of  sentence  pattern. 

1.  postcard,  friend,  Sonia . 


2.  questionnaire,  Henry,  people 


3.  barber,  haircut,  Louis 
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DIFFERENTLY 

People  do  not  always  see  things  in  the  same  way.  The  way  in  which  a  person  sees 
things  is  called  his  or  her  point  of  view.  Look  at  the  cartoon  below.  Do  the  people 
see  the  situation  in  the  same  way,  or  does  each  person  see  it  from  a  different  point 

of  view? 


What  might  the  boy  say  about  this  situation? . 

How  does  the  father  see  this  situation?  . 

Is  the  girl’s  point  of  view  the  same  as  her  father’s?  Why  or  why  not? 


Look  at  the  cartoons  below.  Does  each  person  see  things  from  the  same  point  of 
view?  Choose  a  person  from  one  of  the  cartoons  and  pretend  you  are  this  person, 
telling  about  the  way  you  see  the  situation.  Write  your  description  on  a  separate  piece 
of  paper. 
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Below  is  an  example  of  a  letter  you  might  write  to  a  business  firm.  A  business  letter 
should  give  the  necessary  facts  or  information  and  should  be  brief.  Read  this  busi¬ 
ness  letter  noting  the  labeled  parts  of  the  letter. 

Heading - 123  Elm  Street, 

• 

Brandon,  Manitoba, 
Sept.  6,  1977. 

Inside  Address - >  The  Brandon  Observer, 

Circulation  Department, 

429  Merton  Avenue, 

Brandon,  Manitoba. 

Greeting - >  Dear  Sir: 

I  would  like  to  cancel  my  family’s  subscription  to 
your  paper.  The  delivery  in  our  area  is  very  poor.  We 
get  the  paper  about  four  times  a  week,  and  even 
then,  there  are  sections  missing.  I  used  to  be  a 
delivery  girl,  so  I  know  that  there  is  no  reason  for 
Body - >  such  poor  service. 

Closing  - 
Signature 

Lucy  is  answering  a  Help  Wanted  ad  she  saw  in  the  newspaper.  Below  is  her  rough 
draft,  which  she  has  not  yet  proofread.  On  a  separate  piece  of  paper,  proofread  the 
letter  for  her,  correcting  any  mistakes  she  has  made.  Has  she  included  all  the  parts  of 
the  business  letter?  Is  the  punctuation  of  the  different  parts  correct? 

143  Baker  Avenue 
Nanaimo  B.C. 

May 


-»Yours  truly, 
Sharon  Lee 


Dear  mrs.  Elder 

I  would  like  to  apply  for  the  job  of  dog-walker.  I  like  dogs  very  much  and 
I  now  how  to  take  care  of  them  because  I  once  had  a  dog  named  buster 
I  am  12  years  old  and  in  grade  six.  I  could  walk  you’re  dog  on  weekends 
and  before  and  after  scool  during  the  weak.  Please  tone  me  at  3-325  any 
time  after  4  pm. 


Lucy  Grant 
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ANOTHER 


HELPER 


Read  the  sentences  below  noting  the  underlined  verbs. 


I  have  chosen  this  cereal  for  breakfast. 
The  Colonel  has  fried  the  chicken. 

We  had  written  a  song  about  candy. 


How  many  parts  make  up  the  verbs  in  these  sentences?  . 

When  the  verb  have  is  used  with  another  verb,  it  is  called  a  helper  verb.  What 
forms  of  the  verb  have  are  used  as  helper  verbs  in  the  sentences  above? 


What  tense  are  the  verbs  above  — past  or  present? 


Look  back  at  the  chart  of  irregular  verbs  on  page  83.  Now  look  at  a  similar  chart 
below.  Notice  the  form  that  is  used  with  has,  have,  or  had.  Sometimes  this  form 
remains  the  same,  and  often  it  changes.  Underline  the  verbs  that  change  form  when 
used  with  have  as  a  helper  verb. 


Present  Tense 

Past  Tense 

Past  Tense  Using  Have  as  a 

Helper  Verb 

bring 

brought 

brought 

catch 

caught 

caught 

draw 

drew 

drawn 

choose 

chose 

chosen 

write 

wrote 

written 

drive 

drove 

driven 

throw 

threw 

thrown 

see 

saw 

seen 

take 

took 

taken 

Complete  the  sentences  below  using  the  verb  have  as  a  helper  verb.  Use  the  chart 
above  to  write  the  correct  form  of  the  main  verb  given  at  the  end  of  each  sentence. 
The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 


U 


1.  My  brother 


has  taken 


the  cereal  box.  take 


We .  the  ad  for  the  bike,  saw 

3-  1  .  a  funny  cartoon,  draw 

4.  Hildegarde  .  off  the  Beauty  Clay,  take 

5-  They .  to  the  city  today,  drive 
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Complete  the  opinions  below,  telling  what  you  think  in  each  case.  Then  give  two 
reasons  for  your  opinion  on  the  lines  provided. 

1.  I  think  that .  is  the  worst  commercial  on 

TV. 


2.  I  think  that 
TV. 


is  the  funniest  commercial  on 


3.  I  think  that 


is  a  rip-off. 


4.  I  think  that  beauty  products  are 


Choose  one  of  the  opinions  you  wrote.  On  the  lines  below,  make  a  paragraph  plan 
by  adding  at  least  three  more  reasons  for  your  opinion.  Then  use  your  plan  to  write  a 
paragraph  on  a  separate  piece  of  paper. 


u 
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Look  at  the  cartoons  and  sentences  below  noting  the  underlined  word  in  each  sen¬ 
tence.  How  does  each  word  change  the  meaning  of  the  sentence? 


The  lion  m  the  poster 
stared  at  us. 


The  lion  on  the  poster 
stared  at  us. 


The  lion  with  the  poster 
stared  at  us. 


In,  on,  and  with  are  words  that  link  the  nouns  lion  and  poster.  These  words  tell  you 
the  relationship  between  the  lion  and  the  poster.  As  you  can  see,  changing  these 
words  changes  the  meaning  of  the  sentence. 

These  linking  words  are  called  prepositions.  A  preposition  begins  a  phrase  and 
joins  a  noun  to  another  word  in  a  sentence. 

Read  the  words  below  noting  the  underlined  preposition  in  each  group  of  words. 
Then  unscramble  the  words  so  that  the  sentence  makes  sense.  The  first  one  is  done 
for  you. 

1.  Kittens  on  ate  the  the  their  floor  dinner.  The  kittens  ate  their  dinner  on  the  floor. 
Not:  The  floor  on  the  kittens  ate  their  dinner. 

2.  Jello  the  Father  for  some  family  made. 


3.  Chicken  during  we  oven  put  storm  the  in  the  the. 


4.  Ate  that  at  we  restaurant;  plaza  it  the  in  was. 


5.  Brother  addressed  the  was  to  letter  my;  cereal  from  company  was  it  the. 
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Read  the  paragraph  below  noting  any  words  or  phrases  that  tell  you  how  the 
person  feels. 


Larry  sat  on  the  couch  in  the  doctor’s  waiting  room.  He  glanced  at  his  watch  and 
frowned.  His  appointment  was  for  one  o’clock,  and  it  was  already  one  forty-five.  He 
picked  up  a  magazine  and  leafed  through  it,  looking  at  the  pictures  and  cartoons.  He 
walked  over  to  the  window  and  watched  the  traffic  and  people  going  by  outside.  Then 
he  sat  down  on  the  couch  again  and  yawned  loudly,  slowly  stretching  out  his  arms 
above  his  head. 


How  does  Larry  feel -frightened,  or  bored?  What  words  or  phrases  tell  you? 


One  way  of  showing  your  reader  how  a  character  feels  is  to  tell  what  his  or  her 
actions  are.  If  Larry  had  bitten  his  fingernails  and  paced  quickly  up  and  down  the 
room,  would  you  still  think  he  was  bored?  Or  would  you  think  he  was  nervous?  As  you 
can  see,  what  a  person  does  often  tells  you  what  he  or  she  is  feeling. 

Write  a  sentence  or  two  telling  about  what  each  person  does  in  the  situations 
below.  In  each  situation,  you  are  told  what  the  person  feels  — you  must  tell  what  the 
person’s  actions  are. 

1.  a  shy  child  entering  a  new  classroom  . 


2.  a  bored  shoe  salesman  waiting  for  customers 


3.  an  angry  customer  returning  sour  milk 


4.  a  lazy  child  delivering  papers 


How  might  the  people  in  the  situations  below  be  feeling?  On  a  separate  piece  of 
paper,  write  a  paragraph  describing  the  actions  of  one  of  the  people.  Be  sure  to  show 
the  person’s  feelings  by  telling  about  his  or  her  actions. 

1.  A  person  learns  to  ride  a  bike.  4.  A  person  applies  for  a  job. 

2.  A  person  rides  on  a  roller  coaster.  5.  A  person  returns  a  hockey  stick  that 

3.  A  person  waits  for  a  bus.  broke  after  one  game. 
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's  an  apostrophe ! 


You  have  seen  that  the  apostrophe  is  used  in  contractions  and  in  making  nouns 
possessive.  Another  use  of  the  apostrophe  is  in  writing  the  plural  form  of  numbers 
and  letters.  Read  the  examples  below  noting  the  apostrophe. 


The  r’s  in  your  writing  look  like  s’s. 

Place  the  number  in  the  10’s  column. 

Cutouts  of  tires  could  be  used  for  o’s  in  your  poster. 
I  would  like  to  deposit  2  10’s,  4  20’s,  and  3  50’s. 


Place  apostrophes  where  they  belong  in  the  following  sentences. 

1.  The  as  on  these  typewriters  are  not  clear. 


2.  You  left  out  the  numbers  in  the  100s  and  1000s  columns. 


3.  The  4s  and  9s  come  out  very  faintly  when  I  use  this  rubber  stamp. 

4.  Cross  your  ts  and  dot  your  is  and  js. 

Place  apostrophes  where  they  belong  in  the  following  sentences.  You  will  be 
working  with  contractions,  plurals,  and  possessives. 

1.  Im  going  to  buy  Marthas  bike  for  five  dollars. 

2.  He  just  wasnt  interested  in  how  to  make  perfect  os. 

3.  Larrys  favorite  show  wont  be  on  tonight. 

4.  That  companys  cereal  isnt  the  best  Ive  tasted. 

5.  The  cs  and  vs  on  that  package  are  blurred. 

6.  Its  important  to  know  about  a  products  contents  before  buying  it. 

Follow  the  instructions  below  in  writing  sentences  of  your  own. 

1.  Use  the  contraction  of  we  will  in  a  sentence . 


2.  Use  the  possessive  of  companies  in  a  sentence 


3.  Use  the  plural  of  5  and  h  in  a  sentence 
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Theme:  What  s  in  a  Word?  Starting  Points  in  Language 


POWER 


Read  the  two  ads  below.  Which  ad  would  interest  you  more?  Why? 


The  way  in  which  you  describe  a  thing  can  greatly  influence  people’s  interest  in  it. 
In  advertising,  such  description  is  very  important.  It  can  give  technical  details,  praise 
the  product,  tell  why  the  customer  would  need  it,  or  tell  why  it  is  a  good  buy. 

The  items  below  are  for  sale.  Choose  two  and  write  a  word-power  ad  for  each.  One 
item  is  something  you  want  to  sell  badly  — you  must  attract  people  with  your  ad.  The 
other  item  is  something  that  your  parents  want  you  to  sell,  but  you  would  rather  keep 
—  you  want  to  put  customers  off  with  your  ad.  Write  your  two  ads  on  a  separate  piece 
of  paper. 
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When  you  write  an  explanation,  it  is  important  to  include  details.  Read  the 
paragraph  below.  Does  it  include  enough  details?  Could  you  succeed  with  instruc¬ 
tions  like  these? 


Open  the  box  and  pour  some  into  a  pan.  Add  water  and  cook  it  on  the  stove.  Don’t 
let  it  burn.  After  a  while,  you’ll  be  ready  to  serve  this  delicious  breakfast  cereal. 

If  you  followed  these  instructions,  how  would  your  breakfast  probably  turn  out? 
Why? 


Read  the  paragraph  below.  It  is  a  different  version  of  the  paragraph  above.  Un¬ 
derline  the  details  that  this  version  gives  you. 

Place  2  cups  of  the  cereal  into  a  saucepan.  Next  add  1  V2  cups  of  hot  water  and  stir 
the  mixture  well.  Then  place  the  saucepan  over  a  low  heat  on  the  stove  and  cook  for 
20  minutes.  Stir  the  mixture  occasionally  to  prevent  scorching.  When  the  mixture 
thickens  and  comes  to  a  full,  rolling  boil,  it  is  ready  to  serve. 

Choose  one  of  the  topics  below.  Plan  your  paragraph  on  the  lines  provided,  making 
sure  that  you  include  enough  details.  Then  use  your  plan  to  write'a  paragraph  on  a 
separate  piece  of  paper. 

1.  How  to  make  a  poster.  4.  How  to  make  a  great  breakfast. 

2.  How  to  sell  a  used  bike.  5.  How  to  make  a  catfood  commercial. 

3.  How  to  make  Beauty  Clay.  6.  How  to  ignore  commercials. 


U 
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HaTSIHE 


Each  of  the  cartoons  below  shows  people  in  conflict  with  someone  or  something. 
Look  carefully  at  each  cartoon  to  find  out  exactly  what  this  conflict  is. 


Choose  one  of  the  cartoons  above,  and  use  it  as  the  starting  point  for  a  story.  How 
will  your  main  character  act  in  this  situation?  How  will  the  conflict  end?  Write  your 
story  on  a  separate  piece  of  paper. 
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Suppose  you  are  writing  a  report  about  advertising.  You  find  the  following  informa¬ 
tion  in  an  encyclopedia  and  wish  to  include  it  in  your  outline.  Read  the  information 
below.  Underline  the  key  words  and  phrases. 

History  of  Advertising 

Advertising  is  very  old.  It  can  be  traced  back  as  far  as  the  public  criers  of  ancient 
Greece,  who,  for  a  fee,  shouted  out  messages  about  their  clients’  wares  to  one  and 
all.  But  it  first  became  important  in  the  late  15th  century  a.d.,  when  the  merchants  of 
the  rapidly  growing  cities  and  towns  needed  a  way  to  tell  people  where  their  goods 
could  be  bought. 

The  first  printed  advertisement  in  the  English  language  appeared  in  1478,  more 
than  a  century  before  Shakespeare’s  first  play  was  produced.  This  early  ad  was  the 
work  of  William  Caxton,  England’s  first  printer,  who  used  it  to  advertise  religious 
books  from  his  workshop.  Caxton  posted  small  printed  notices  along  London’s  main 
streets. 

The  Industrial  Revolution,  in  the  18th  and  19th  centuries,  brought  a  new  kind  of  ad¬ 
vertising.  Large  factories  took  the  place  of  small  workshops.  Manufacturers  had  to 
find  many  thousands  of  customers  in  order  to  stay  in  business.  They  could  not  simply 
tell  people  where  they  could  buy  shoes  or  cloth  or  tea-if  they  happened  to  want 
these  things.  They  had  to  learn  how  to  make  people  want  to  buy  things.  Thus  modern 
advertising  was  born. 

Outdoor  Advertising 

Outdoor  advertising  is  one  of  the  oldest  of  media.  It  is  usually  colorful,  strong  on 
illustration,  and  has  a  short  message.  It  consists  mainly  of  billboards  and  posters. 

Billboards  are  placed  in  locations  where  they  will  be  seen  by  large  numbers  of 
people.  They  range  from  the  common  “panel,”  of  paper  sheets  pasted  together, 
through  the  more  permanent  painted  bulletin,  to  the  eye-catching  “spectacular,” 
which  uses  flashing  lights  to  attract  attention.  By  flashing  the  lights  in  proper 
sequence,  the  spectacular  can  create  the  effect  of  motion,  such  as  a  coffee  cup  being 
filled  or  an  animated  cartoon. 
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Using  the  information  on  page  100,  complete  the  following  section  of  an  outline. 
The  key  words  you  underlined  on  that  page  should  help  you. 

Advertising 

I.  History 

A.  Early  History 

1.  public  criers  of  ancient  Greece 

2 . 

B.  Printed  Advertising 

1 . 

2.  William  Caxton  wrote  religious  books  in  England 

3 . 


C 


1.  new  large  factories  needed  more  customers 

2 . 

3 . 

II.  Outdoor  Advertising 

1 . 


2 . 

3 . 

4.  range  from  paper  sheets  pasted  together,  to  billboards,  to  flashing  lights 
which  seem  to  create  movement 
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Read  the  two  paragraphs  below.  Each  one  describes  the  same  scene.  Which 
paragraph  has  more  vivid  description? 


The  car  went  around  the  corner.  Its  tires  made  a  noise.  The  other  cars  followed. 
One  car  went  off  the  track.  The  crowd  watched  the  cars. 


The  sleek  and  powerful  racer  roared  around  the  hairpin  curve,  its  tires  squealing 
angrily.  In  a  second  the  other  cars  flashed  by  in  hot  pursuit.  Suddenly,  one  of  the 
drivers  lost  control,  and  his  vehicle  spun  crazily  off  the  track.  The  hushed  crowd 
seemed  spellbound  by  the  spectacle  before  them. 

Look  back  at  the  paragraph  you  chose.  Underline  the  words  and  phrases  that 
helped  create  a  vivid  picture. 

It  is  important  to  choose  your  words  carefully  in  writing  a  description.  Vivid  and 
precise  adjectives,  adverbs,  and  verbs  can  help  you  paint  a  colorful  word  picture. 
Rewrite  the  sentences  below,  changing  and  adding  words  to  make  a  better  descrip¬ 
tion. 


1.  The  old  car  went  down  the  road 


2.  The  man  got  into  the  car  and  drove  away . 

U 


3.  We  heard  the  tire  go  flat 


4.  I  went  down  the  hill  on  my  bicycle. 


On  a  separate  piece  of'  paper,  write  a  paragraph  about  being  a  passenger  in  a 
racing  car.  Use  vivid  verbs,  adjectives,  and  adverbs  to  make  your  description  come  to 
life. 
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MAKE 


Read  the  sentences  below  noting  the  underlined  verbs. 


The  car  is  racing  along  the  track. 

The  car  are  racing  along  the  track. 

When  you  use  helper  verbs,  you  must  make  sure  that  the  helper  verb  agrees  with 
the  subject.  The  subject  car  is  a  singular  noun;  the  helper  verb  is  a  singular  verb. 
Thus,  the  subject  and  helper  verb  agree. 

The  helper  verb  are  is  a  plural  verb.  Why  is  the  second  sentence  incorrect? 


The  chart  below  shows 

you  the  forms  of  the  helper  verbs  used 

with  different 

jects.  Read  over  this  chart  carefully. 

Singular  Subjects 

Helper  Verbs 

Plural  Subjects 

Helper  Verbs 

1  \ 

am,  was, 

you 

are,  were, 

he  / 

have,  had 

we 

have,  had 

she 

they 

it  \ 

the  roads 

a  road 

Use  the  chart  above  to  help  you  correct  the  sentences  below.  Change  the  helper 
verb  in  each  sentence  so  that  it  agrees  with  the  underlined  subject.  The  first  one 
is  done  for  you. 

is 

1.  The  ambulance  are  going  to  the  accident. 

2.  Seat  belts  is  needed  to  prevent  accidents. 

3.  The  editor  have  read  the  letter  from  J.  H.  Adams. 

4.  My  small  car  were  standing  at  a  red  light  when  it  were  struck. 

5.  Jack  have  won  the  great  race. 

6.  These  contraptions  is  beginning  to  look  like  real  automobiles. 

7.  We  has  chosen  Wally  Wagon  as  the  car  of  the  year. 

8.  The  country  have  changed  to  the  metric  system. 

9.  The  people  is  sitting  in  an  old-fashioned  car. 

10.  ]  is  entering  that  rally  with  my  brother. 
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Read  the  sentences  below  noting  the  underlined  words  in  each. 


Nicholas  gave  the  photographs  to  his  brother. 

He  gave  them  to  him. 

In  the  second  sentence,  what  word  has  replaced  Nicholas ? . 

What  words  have  replaced  photographs  and  brother ? . 

What  do  you  call  words  that  replace  nouns?  . 

Read  the  sentences  below.  On  the  line  provided,  write  the  pronoun  that  could 
replace  the  underlined  word  or  words.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

1 .  We  saw  Jackie  in  the  race . \]!rP. . 

2.  Jenny  and  I  went  for  a  drive  yesterday . 

3.  Have  you  ever  seen  a  soap  box  derby? . 

4.  Martha  stayed  at  the  scene  of  the  accident . 

5.  “I  saw  the  woman  get  hit,”  she  said . 

6.  What  do  you  think  of  sportscars?  . 

7.  The  map  shows  us  where  Kamloops  is . 

8.  Mark  knows  the  flashlight  is  in  the  car . 

Use  each  of  the  pronouns  below  in  a  sentence  of  your  own. 

we . 

her  . 

him  . 

they . 

she  . 

you  . 

it  . 
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PROOFREADING 


Proofread  the  story  below,  carefully  marking  any  errors  with  the  proofreading 
symbols  on  page  67. 

The  first  Car  Ride 

“All  right  everyone,  pile  in,  called  father.  We  all  rushed  out  of  the  house  and  took  our 
places  in  the  Model  T.  It  was  the  first  car  that  our  family  had  owned,  and  this  is  to  be 
our  first  ride  in  it.  For  the  ride,  Father  decided  to  go  down  a  country  road  just  out¬ 
side  of  town.  Because  it  was  springtime.  The  road  was  bumpy  and  full  of  potholes. 
We  bounced  around  inside  the  car  until  our  teeth  were  rattling  and  our  stomaks 
were  churning.  “Henry,  let’s  turn  back-this  road  is  to  rough,”  my  mother  suggested. 
Although  he  hated  to  turn  back  father  knew  that  she  was  right  grumbling  to  himself  he 
pull  into  a  farmers  laneway  to  turn  around  but  the  ground  in  the  laneway  was  very  soft 
and  one  of  our  back  wheels  quickly  sank  into  the  mud  we  were  stuck!  “Everyone  out 
and  push”  ordered  father.  We  all  tryed  hard,  and  Ernest  even  fell  down  in  the  mud  in 
his  efforts  to  push.  But  it  was  no  use.  We  were  still  stuck. 


u 


On  the  lines  below,  write  an  ending  for  this  story.  Will  the  family  get  their  car  out 
of  the  mud?  Will  they  make  it  home?  How  will  they  feel  when  they  get  home? 
Proofread  your  ending  and  then  write  the  story  on  a  separate  piece  of  paper,  making 
the  corrections  needed. 
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In  most  newspapers  you  will  find  a  section  called  “Letters  to  the  Editor.’’  These 
letters  are  sent  in  by  readers  who  have  an  opinion  about  a  topic  in  the  news.  Read 
the  letters  to  the  editor  below.  Think  about  what  the  reader’s  opinion  is,  and  how  the 
reader  supports  this  opinion. 


It's  about  these  new-fangled  machines  that  are 
ruining  our  streets.  I  mean  the  gasoline  au¬ 
tomobile. 

I  have  just  spent  eight  weeks  in  the  hospital 
because  of  these  monsters  of  the  road.  My  horse 
team  was  terrified  by  one  of  these  contraptions 
and  reared  and  bolted  on  me.  This  sent  14  pickle 
barrels  down  on  me- 1  may  never  eat  pickles 
again! 


I’ve  read  your  article  about  the  new  freeway 
they’re  planning  on  building.  I’m  all  for  it! 

People  in  our  town  have  tried  hard  to  cut 
down  the  number  of  cars  on  the  road  — most 
drive  in  car  pools  of  4  to  6.  But  the  roads  are 
still  crowded,  and  you  have  to  battle  through 
heavy  traffic  for  hours  — if  you  want  to  get  into 
town. 

So  bring  on  the  freeway,  and  maybe  I’ll  get 
home  for  dinner  before  8  p.m.  some  nights! 


The  cartoons  below  express  opinions  about  cars  and  driving.  Decide  what  the 
opinion  is  in  each  cartoon.  On  a  separate  piece  of  paper,  write  a  letter  to  the  editor, 
expressing  your  opinion  about  this.  Remember  to  support  your  opinion  with  specific 
examples. 
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(Bom  dining  Sentences 

You  have  learned  about  three  basic  sentence  patterns  — NV,  NVN,  and  NVNN.  Each 
of  these  patterns  makes  up  a  simple  sentence.  A  simple  sentence  is  one  that  contains 
a  subject  and  a  predicate.  The  example  below  shows  one  way  of  combining  two 
simple  sentences.  Read  the  example  and  underline  the  word  that  joins  the  two  simple 
sentences. 


We  stopped  at  the  border.  The  customs  officer  examined  our  car. 

We  stopped  at  the  border,  and  the  customs  officer  examined  our  car. 

The  second  sentence  is  called  a  compound  sentence.  It  is  one  way  of  combining 
sentences.  Read  the  examples  below.  The  underlined  word  in  each  sentence  is  the 
connective  that  joins  the  sentences. 

We  looked  at  the  map.  We  found  out  where  Lillooet  was  located. 

Because  we  looked  at  the  map,  we  found  out  where  Lillooet  was  located. 

After  we  looked  at  the  map,  we  found  out  where  Lillooet  was  located. 

When  we  looked  at  the  map,  we  found  out  where  Lillooet  was  located. 

Join  the  following  pairs  of  sentences  in  two  ways.  Use  connectives  such  as  and, 
but,  because,  when,  and  after. 

1.  Jim  saw  the  new  Wally  Wagon.  He  decided  to  buy  one  for  himself. 


2.  The  car  took  the  curve  at  a  high  speed.  It  skidded  off  the  race  track. 


3.  There  were  few  good  roads.  Driving  was  an  adventure. 


4.  The  weather  conditions  became  unfavorable.  The  derby  was  canceled. 


5.  The  rain  stopped.  We  were  able  to  start  the  race 
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USINGS!  WORDS 

In  paragraphs  that  tell  about  a  number  of  events,  you  will  often  use  words  that  in¬ 
dicate  time.  Such  words  are  now,  after,  then,  next,  and  soon. 

Read  the  paragraph  below.  Underline  the  words  that  tell  the  time  order  of  the 
events  described.  Remember  that  time  words  do  not  always  have  to  begin  a  sentence. 

Today  was  the  day  of  the  soap  box  derby!  Kurt  was  so  excited  that  he  woke  up  at 
six  o’clock  and  went  out  to  give  his  racer  a  last  check-up.  When  he  went  back  to  the 
apartment,  a  big  breakfast  of  bacon  and  eggs  was  on  the  table.  ‘‘I  never  thought  I’d 
see  you  up  before  seven  on  a  Saturday,”  laughed  his  father.  At  eight  o’clock  Kurt’s 
friend  Tony  arrived  to  help  Kurt  take  his  racer  to  the  hill  where  the  derby  was  to  be 
held.  After  reaching  the  hill,  they  found  that  they  were  the  first  ones  there.  Within  a 
few  minutes,  other  boys  and  their  racers  began  to  arrive.  It  wasn’t  long  to  race  time 
now! 


The  sentences  in  the  paragraph  below  lack  time  words.  Use  the  list  below  as  well 
as  the  words  you  underlined  to  help  you  add  time  words  to  the  paragraph. 


last 

now 

as 

soon 

finally 

next 

after 

at  last 

later 

first 

then 

before 

when 

during 

while 

.  Saturday  I  went  for  a  very  pleasant  drive  in  the  country  with 

my  aunt  and  uncle.  They  came  to  pick  me  up  at  ten  o’clock  and  we  were 

.  on  our  way .  we  were  heading  for 

the  highway,  the  sun  broke  through  the  clouds  and  it  looked  like  it  was  going  to  be  a 

beautiful  day .  driving  for  an  hour  we  reached  the  farm  of  my 

aunt’s  friend .  I  looked  at  the  animals  and  explored  the 

hayloft .  the  grown-ups  chatted .  we 

left,  the  lady,  Mrs.  Binelli,  gave  us  a  big  bowl  of  strawberries  to  add  to  our  picnic 
lunch .  about  one  o’clock  we  stopped  for  lunch  at  a  roadside 


table.  The  strawberries  made  a  delicious  dessert .  lunch  we 

started  on  our  way  back  home  by  a  roundabout  route .  the 


trip  home,  we  drove  slowly  and  stopped  often  to  take  pictures  and  enjoy  the  scenery. 
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When  you  organize  your  notes,  it  is  important  that  you  put  subheadings  and  details 
under  the  proper  headings.  Study  the  outline  below. 


Canada’s  First  Roads 

I.  Before  Roads. 

A.  Indians  had  no  wheeled  vehicles 

1.  in  summer  traveled  by  canoe  or  on  foot 

2.  in  winter  traveled  using  snowshoes  and  toboggans 

B.  First  road  in  New  France,  1665,  between  Chambly  and  Montreal 

II.  Where  Roads  Were  Built 

A.  First  graded  road  in  Canada  built  in  1606  by  Champlain 

1.  extended  from  Digby  Cape  to  Port  Royal,  N.S. 

2.  used  as  a  military  road 

B.  Early  explorers  and  settlers  traveled  by  water 

C.  Roads  in  low-lying  areas 

1.  made  of  tree  trunks  laid  side  by  side 

2.  called  corduroy  roads 

D.  Road  between  Montreal  and  Quebec  City  built  in  1734 
1.  for  passengers  and  for  mail 

III.  What  Early  Roads  Were  Like 
A.  Roads  in  New  France 

1.  made  mostly  of  earth 

2.  sometimes  stones  on  surface 

3.  Grand  Voyer  system  lasted  until  1832 

IV.  Maintaining  Early  Roads 

A.  Supervisor  of  roads  appointed  by  Crown  in  Quebec  and  Lower  Canada 
1.  supervisor  called  the  Grand  Voyer 

Read  again  the  two  subheadings  under  the  first  main  heading,  “Before  Roads.’’ 
Which  subheading  does  not  belong  under  this  main  heading? 


Under  which  main  heading  does  this  subheading  belong? 


Which  of  the  subheadings  under  the  main  heading  “Early  Roads”  belongs  under 
the  main  heading  “Before  Roads”? 


Read  the  outline  again.  Which  subheadings  need  to  be  moved  under  other  main 
headings?  Draw  arrows  to  show  the  changes  that  need  to  be  made. 

Writing  Reports  109 


Carefully  look  at  the  map  below.  Use  this  map  to  give  directions  to  tell  a  friend  how 
to  get  to  one  of  the  following  places: 


1.  From  your  friend’s  house  to  your  house. 

2.  From  your  friend’s  house  to  the  school. 

3.  From  your  house  to  the  local  plaza. 

4.  From  your  house  to  the  baseball  field. 


Write  your  directions  on  a  separate  piece  of  paper. 
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If  you  were  in  a  car  rally,  the  underlined  words  in  the  sentences  below  are  some  of 
the  terms  you  might  hear.  Read  the  sentences  carefully  to  find  out  what  each  word 
means.  Write  the  meaning  on  the  line  provided  and  then  use  the  word  in  a  sentence 
of  your  own. 


1.  “If  this  is  the  first  time  you’ve  ever  been  in  a  rally,  you’d  better  take  a  good  look  at 
the  map’s  legend.  It  will  give  you  the  information  you  need  in  order  to  understand 
all  the  symbols  on  the  map. 


Legend: 


2.  “Watch  out  for  that  pedestrian.  He’s  walking  very  close  to  the  edge  of  the  road.” 
Pedestrian: . 


3.  “I’m  glad  this  car  has  so  many  safety  devices.  The  seat  belts  are  especially  good, 
since  we  may  have  to  make  some  sudden  stops  on  this  road.’’ 

Devices: . 


4.  “Take  a  look  at  the  scale  on  the  map.  It  will  tell  us  just  how  far  we  are  from  the 
first  checkpoint.” 

Scale: . 


5.  “Is  this  a  secondary  highway  we’re  on?  It’s  certainly  not  as  large  as  the  freeway 
we  just  left.” 

Secondary: . 


6.  “Approximately  how  far  are  we  from  the  finish  line  now?” 
“We’re  about  fifteen  kilometres  away.” 

Approximately:  . 
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Suppose  you  have  decided  to  write  a  report  on  the  automobile.  You  have  listed 
three  questions  you  want  to  answer  in  the  section  called  ‘‘The  History  of  the  Auto¬ 
mobile." 


1.  Who  invented  the  automobile? 

2.  What  were  the  first  automobiles  like? 

3.  How  did  people  react  to  the  invention  of  the  automobile? 

Read  the  following  information  about  the  history  of  the  automobile.  Then  turn  the 
three  questions  above  into  sub-headings.  On  a  separate  piece  of  paper,  complete  the 
outline  using  details.  As  an  example,  the  first  main  heading,  sub-heading,  and  three 
details  are  done  for  you. 

History  of  the  Automobile 

It  is  impossible  to  say  that  any  one  person  invented  the  automobile.  Many  individu¬ 
als  in  different  countries  at  different  times  contributed  to  its  invention.  These  pioneers 
often  worked  under  discouraging  conditions.  Often  they  were  ridiculed  and  some¬ 
times  they  were  involved  in  dangerous  accidents. 

The  first  use  of  an  automobile  took  place  in  1769.  Nicholas  Cugnot,  a  French  engi¬ 
neer,  built  an  awkward  three-wheeled  vehicle  that  was  powered  by  steam.  However, 
Cugnot’s  carriage  had  a  short  career.  During  a  trial  run  it  went  out  of  control  and 
crashed  into  a  wall. 

In  1804  an  American  named  Oliver  Evans  built  a  steam-powered  boat  that  was 
equipped  with  wheels  for  travel  on  land.  One  day  Evans  drove  his  strange-looking 
vehicle  around  town.  He  was  hoping  that  some  rich  people  might  take  an  interest  and 
help  finance  him  in  manufacturing  steam  vehicles.  Instead,  however,  the  people  of  the 
town  only  ridiculed  him. 

Several  people  started  buying  steam-powered  cars  in  England.  Reaction  to  these 
vehicles  was  negative  at  first.  People  in  horse-drawn  carriages  resented  the  noisy 
contraptions.  Farmers  disliked  them.  Highway  operators  complained  about  damage 
done  to  the  roads.  Finally,  in  1831,  Parliament  passed  a  series  of  laws  regarding  the 
automobile.  One  of  these  laws,  the  Red  Flag  Act,  required  that  a  person  with  a  red 
flag  walk  ahead  of  any  ‘‘road  locomotive."  The  flagperson  was  to  warn  people  of  the 
dangerous  vehicle  which  might  be  traveling  at  the  unheard-of  speed  of  fifteen  miles 
per  hour! 

I.  History  of  the  Automobile 

A.  Inventors  of  the  Automobile 

1.  impossible  to  say  who  invented  the  automobile 

2.  many  different  people  worked  on  the  idea 

3.  inventors  were  often  ridiculed,  or  had  accidents  with  their  cars 
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Read  the  sentences  below.  Note  the  way  the  underlined  noun  changes  form  when  it 
is  made  plural. 


The  robot  found  a  potato  in  the  field. 

He  was  able  to  dig  up  five  potatoes  in  all. 

When  a  noun  ends  in  -o  following  a  consonant  (potato),  you  make  it  plural  by 
adding  the  ending . 


The  scientist  had  a  theory  about  Mars. 

The  theories  about  life  on  Mars  are  interesting. 

When  a  noun  ends  in  -y  following  a  consonant  (theory),  you  make  it  plural  by 


changing  the  -y  to .  and  adding 


The  wolf  stared  at  the  time  machine. 

The  wolves  tried  to  eat  the  time  machine. 

When  some  nouns  end  in  -f  or  -fe,  you  make  them  plural  by  changing  the  -f  or  -fe 


to .  and  adding 


Following  each  sentence  below  is  a  singular  noun.  Complete  each  sentence  by 
writing  the  plural  form  of  the  noun.  Use  the  examples  above  to  help  you. 


1.  Buck  put  his  equipment  on  the 


shelf 


2.  The .  were  very  advanced,  society 

3.  Trees  on  the  planet  Mars  have  no .  leaf 

4.  The  children  spent  four .  on  the  moon,  day 

5.  Our .  are  the  best  on  Mars,  tomato 

6.  The  Martian  did  not  know  what  . were,  knife 

7.  The  machines  had  few .  of  the  people,  memory 

8.  We  could  barely  hear  the  .  echo 


9.  The  machines  saved  their 


life 


10.  There  were  no 


. . . .  in  the  movie,  hero 

Sentence  Building  113 


Follow  the  instructions  below  placing  commas  where  they  are  needed  in  your  sen¬ 
tences. 

1.  Write  a  sentence  listing  five  objects  you  might  find  in  a  flying  saucer. 


2.  Answer  this  question,  beginning  your  answer  with  a  yes  or  a  no\  Have  you  ever 
seen  a  UFO? 


3.  Write  out  the  heading  and  inside  address  of  a  business  letter  you  might  write  to  a 
company  that  makes  spaceships. 


4.  Write  a  sentence  in  which  you  ask  a  friend  to  help  you  go  UFO  watching.  Use  your 
friend’s  name  to  begin  your  sentence. 


5.  Combine  the  following  sentences  using  the  word  and  or  but ; 

Buck  was  trapped  on  Mars.  No  one  from  earth  knew  about  his  problem. 


6.  Rewrite  the  following  sentence  so  that  you  use  tag  words  and  spoken  words. 
The  robot  announced  that  there  was  some  trouble  with  the  food  machine. 


7.  Complete  the  following  sentences  using  the  comma  where  needed. 

Because  the  spaceship  broke  down  . 

When  Buck  and  his  crew  landed . 

8.  Combine  the  following  sentences  using  after,  before,  or  while. 

We  noticed  a  strange  blue  light.  We  saw  a  flying  saucer. 
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PICTURES 


You  have  learned  several  ways  of  creating  vivid  pictures  in  your  reader’s  mind. 
Some  of  these  ways  are  simile,  metaphor,  personification,  alliteration,  and  sound 
words.  Use  any  or  as  many  of  these  ways  as  you  wish  to  describe  the  following 
objects. 


1.  a  robot: 


2.  a  spacesuit: 


3.  a  Martian: 


Look  carefully  at  the  scene  below.  Pretend  you  are  there  too.  What  sights  do  you 
see?  What  sounds  do  you  hear?  On  a  separate  piece  of  paper,  write  a  brief 
paragraph  describing  the  scene. 
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Complete  the  chart  below  using  the  correct  forms  of  the  verbs.  The  first  two  are 
completed  for  you. 


Present  Tense  Past  Tense  Past  Tense  with  Has,  Have, 

or  Had 

swim  swam  has,  have,  or  had  swum 

break  broke  has,  have,  or  had  broken 

go  .  has,  have,  or  had  gone 

ride  rode  . 

.  spoke  . 

do  . 

drink  .  has,  have,  or  had  drunk 

.  began  . 

.  froze  . 

Complete  the  sentences  below  using  the  correct  form  of  the  verb  at  the  end  of  the 
sentence.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

1.  We . r.99® . in  the  spaceship  last  night,  ride 

2.  The  Martian  has .  in  green  lakes,  swim 

3.  The  machines  have .  to  each  other,  speak 

4.  Yesterday  Buck .  the  trip  home,  begin 

5.  Has  he .  any  research  on  Pluto?  do 

Write  five  sentences  of  your  own  using  one  of  the  past  tenses  of  the  following 
verbs. 

drink . 

freeze . 

eat . 

hold  . 

sing . . 
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Read  the  two  paragraph  plans  below.  Are  there  enough  supporting  details  in  each 
plan?  Do  the  details  really  tell  about  the  topic  sentence? 

Topic  Sentence:  There  are  four  different  kinds  of  forecasts. 

Supporting  details:  1.  some  are  very  reliable-based  on  exact  scientific  work 

2.  some  are  a  likely  development  of  our  present  accomplishments 

3.  some  are  things  that  ought  to  happen,  and  might,  if  enough 
people  want  them  to  happen 

4.  some  are  just  wild  guesses,  and  are  most  unlikely 

Topic  Sentence:  To  a  Martian,  a  car  might  look  like  something  alive. 

Supporting  details:  1.  cars  have  headlights  that  look  like  eyes 

2.  cars  can  move 

3.  cars  can  be  very  expensive  to  operate 

4.  Studebakers  are  not  made  any  more 

Which  paragraph  plan  contained  only  two  details  that  really  supported  the  topic 

sentence? . 

Add  two  more  details  to  this  plan.  Make  sure  that  each  detail  does  support  the 
topic  sentence. 


Choose  one  of  the  topic  sentences  below,  and  make  a  paragraph  plan  on  the  lines 
provided.  Make  sure  that  your  details  support  the  topic  sentence. 

1.  Machines  are  taking  over  man’s  life. 

2.  A  computer  would  make  a  dull  friend. 

3.  Traveling  in  space  would  be  very  exciting. 

4.  Too  many  people  depend  too  much  on  TV. 
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The  following  paragraphs  do  not  have  capital  letters  or  end  punctuation  (periods, 
question  marks,  or  exclamation  marks).  Correct  the  paragraphs  like  this: 


T  M 

/he  spaceship  landed  on  the  planet  /iars 

1.  buck  rogers  calling  earth  buck  rogers  calling  earth  do  you  hear  me  I  am  landing 
my  ship  on  copernicus  I  am  now  opening  the  viewing  screen  I  don’t  believe  my 
eyes  there  are  hundreds  of  giant  creatures  here  good  grief  one  of  them  is  picking 
up  the  ship 

2.  duncan  lunan  is  a  Scottish  astronomer  and  science  writer  he  says  that  a  civiliza¬ 
tion  from  outer  space  built  a  radio  probe  thousands  of  years  ago  lunan  believes 
that  this  probe  was  made  to  find  out  about  our  own  planet  earth  if  you  want  to 
find  out  more  about  lunan’s  theories  write  to  the  magazine  of  the  british  in¬ 
terplanetary  society 

3.  it  was  new  year’s  eve,  and  we  were  sitting  in  front  of  the  fireplace  munching  some 
popcorn  suddenly  we  noticed  a  strange  green  light  outside  the  window  my  sister 
teresa  wanted  to  go  out  and  investigate  but  i  wanted  to  stay  inside  the  day  before 
i  had  been  reading  h.g.  wells’  book  war  of  the  worlds  and  i  was  in  no  mood  to 
search  out  strange  lights  in  the  night  could  you  blame  me 

4.  robert  glenhill  lives  at  231  victoria  street  in  manchester  england  he  hopes  to  be 
the  first  boy  on  the  moon  he  has  listed  his  name  with  the  british  overseas  airways 
corporation  for  their  first  passenger  flight  to  the  moon  he  says  “the  trip  will  cost 
me  about  $12  500’’ 

On  a  separate  piece  of  paper,  continue  any  one  of  the  paragraphs  above.  Make 

sure  that  your  paragraphs  use  capitals  and  end  punctuation  properly. 
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MAKE  UP  YOUR 


A  person  can  come  into  conflict  with  other  people  and  with  nature.  There  is  a  third 
kind  of  conflict  a  person  can  experience.  Read  the  selection  below  to  find  out  what 
kind  of  conflict  this  is. 

Marty  was  worried— very  worried.  His  problem  was  serious,  but  he  could  not  talk  to 
anyone  about  it.  And  right  now,  he  could  not  come  up  with  any  solution.  Three  days 
ago  he  had  seen  the  aliens  land.  They  had  seen  him  too,  and  had  threatened  him 
with  death  if  he  told  anyone  of  their  presence.  Even  now,  when  he  was  far  away  from 
them,  he  felt  that  they  knew  his  every  thought.  What  was  he  to  do?  Should  he  risk 
death  by  warning  others  about  the  aliens,  or  should  he  save  himself  and  remain 
silent?  He  was  torn  between  wanting  to  save  others  and  wanting  to  save  himself. 

What  is  Marty’s  problem? . 

What  are  Marty’s  choices  in  this  situation?  . 


Sometimes  a  person  is  faced  with  two  different  ways  of  acting  and  finds  it  difficult 
to  make  a  choice.  This  kind  of  conflict  is  called  man  against  himself  because  the 
person  struggles  within  himself  to  find  an  answer  to  the  problem. 

Each  of  the  objects  below  suggests  the  conflict  of  man  against  himself.  Think  about 
the  situation  that  might  come  about  because  of  each  object.  On  the  lines  provided 
describe  one  of  these  situations,  telling  what  the  conflict  would  be  and  who  would  be 
in  conflict  with  himself  or  herself.  Then  use  your  description  to  write  a  story  on  a 
separate  piece  of  paper. 
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Mamie  has  just  completed  a  report  about  the  first  moon  landing  by  a  manned 
spacecraft.  She  has  included  information  about  the  astronauts,  the  space  vehicles,  the 
flight,  and  the  moon  landing.  When  Mamie  read  over  her  report,  she  decided  that 
something  was  missing. 

Then  Mamie  decided  to  add  labeled  diagrams  of  the  spacecraft  and  the  astronauts’ 
suits,  a  map  of  the  moon  showing  where  the  spacecraft  landed,  and  some  pho¬ 
tographs  she  found  in  a  magazine  of  the  astronauts  and  the  flight.  Now  her  report  is 
complete. 

Adding  materials  such  as  maps,  charts,  graphs,  diagrams,  and  photographs  to  your 
reports  will  make  them  clearer  and  more  interesting. 

Two  reports  are  described  below.  Read  each  description.  Then  tell  what  extra  mate¬ 
rials  you  would  use  with  each  report.  Include  materials  such  as  maps,  charts,  graphs, 
diagrams  and  photographs. 

The  report  is  about  the  planet  Mars.  The  size  and  position  of  Mars  in  the  universe 
is  compared  to  those  of  the  other  planets.  The  orbit,  rotation,  and  satellites  of  Mars 
are  described.  The  report  tells  about  the  atmosphere  and  the  surface  of  Mars. 
Modern-day  explorations  by  space  probes  which  photograph  Mars  are  described. 
Some  interesting  things  which  people  once  believed  about  Mars  are  also  included. 


This  report  is  about  rockets.  It  tells  how  rockets  work.  Liquid-fuel  and  solid-fuel 
rockets  are  described.  The  report  tells  how  rockets  are  ignited  and  steered.  Rockets 
in  space  travel  are  described.  It  tells  how  a  multi-stage  rocket  works. 
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When  you  speak  or  write,  you  can  use  either  formal  or  informal  language,  depend¬ 
ing  on  the  situation.  For  example,  you  might  say  to  a  friend,  “What  a  great  show!” 
(informal),  but  if  you  were  writing  a  paragraph  you  would  say,  “The  show  was  inter¬ 
esting  and  exciting.”  (formal).  Informal  language  is  used  in  casual,  everyday  speech. 
Formal  language  is  appropriate  for  special  occasions  or  written  reports. 


Read  the  sentence  pairs  below.  Underline  the  informal  sentence  in  each  pair. 

Sam  is  a  good  kid.  That  joke  is  very  humorous 

Sam  is  a  friendly  and  dependable  boy.  That’s  a  scream. 


Tell  whether  the  sentences  below  are  formal  or  informal.  If  the  sentence  is  informal, 
rewrite  it  in  a  formal  way.  If  it  is  formal,  rewrite  it  informally. 


1.  Get  lost . 

2.  He  really  goofed . 

3.  The  weather  is  bright  and  sunny 


Formal  language  should  be  used  in  written  reports.  Read  the  paragraphs  below 
which  were  taken  from  reports.  Below  each  paragraph  tell  whether  the  language  in  it 
is  formal  or  informal. 


The  human  body  can  adjust  itself  to  live  at  high  altitudes,  where  the  air  pressure  is 
low.  But  man  cannot  live  in  the  near  vacuum  of  space.  For  this  reason,  when  he  is  in 
a  space  craft,  an  astronaut  must  wear  a  pressurized  space  suit  unless  the  cabin  is 
pressurized.  He  must  also  be  supplied  with  oxygen. 


One  weird  thing  about  space  travel  is  weightlessness.  Those  astronauts  bounce 
around  in  the  spaceship  like  Ping  Pong  balls.  What  a  laugh!  Hang  on  to  your  lunch, 
Mr.  Spaceman,  or  it  might  float  away! 


When  the  astronaut  wants  to  have  a  little  snack  he  grabs  one  of  those  handy-dandy 
little  pouches  of  dried  food.  He  slops  a  bit  of  water  into  the  pouch  and  mushes  it 
around  for  a  while  until  the  stuff  is  good  and  squishy.  It’s  sure  not  Mom’s  home 
cooking,  but  in  outer  space  he  can’t  be  too  fussy! 


On  a  separate  piece  of  paper,  rewrite  one  of  the  informal  paragraphs  above  in 
formal  language,  as  it  would  be  written  for  a  report. 
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Look  at  the  cartoon  below. 


What  two  sentence  patterns  does  the  cartoon  show? 


Use  the  list  of  nouns  and  verbs  below  to  write  five  sentences  of  your  own.  Then 
add  adjectives  and  adverbs  to  your  basic  sentences  and  label  the  patterns  of  your  ex¬ 
panded  sentences.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 


Nouns: 

Verbs: 

robot 

machine 

ran 

likes 

scientist 

food 

made 

gave 

spaceship 

Mars 

talked 

worked 

monster 

computer 

lands 

attacked 

planet 

creatures 

looks 

traveled 

moon 

friend 

is 

brought 

1.  The  robot  landed  the  spaceship. 

N  ADJ  V  ADJ  N  ADV 

The  robot  from  our  planet  landed  the  large  spaceship  on  a  strange  planet. 


2. 


3 


4 
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camBirwiG 


a  a 

mini 


SEflTEnCES 


Read  the  following  list  of  connectives.  By  using  these  words,  you  can  combine  sen¬ 
tences  and  gain  greater  variety  in  your  writing. 


because 

and 

before 

after 

but 

while 

when 

or 

since 

Use  the  connectives  above  to  combine  the  following  groups  of  four  sentences  into 
two  sentences. 

1.  He  called  the  children  to  dinner.  He  gave  them  a  glass  of  water  and  a  dinner  pill. 
They  finished  eating  very  quickly.  They  did  not  enjoy  this  kind  of  meal. 


2.  Buck  Rogers  landed  on  the  moon.  He  spotted  some  very  strange  birds.  He  cap¬ 
tured  one.  He  took  it  back  to  his  rocketship. 


3.  The  scientist  completed  the  robot.  He  decided  to  show  it  off.  He  was  demon¬ 
strating  how  the  robot  could  move  quickly.  The  robot  ran  away. 

U 


4.  The  humanoid  saw  the  man.  It  went  to  help  him.  It  reached  him.  It  gave  the  man 
water  and  food. 
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Carefully  look  at  each  of  the  people  in  the  cartoons  below. 


1.  Do  the  people  in  these  cartoons  have  the  same  job?  Why  or  why  not? 


2.  Which  of  these  people  would  you  rather  meet?  Why? 


3.  Which  of  these  people  would  you  rather  go  to  for  advice? 


4.  To  which  person  would  fashion  and  clothing  be  more  important?  Why? 


Choose  one  of  the  people  in  the  cartoons  above.  On  a  separate  piece  of  paper 
write  a  paragraph  describing  this  person.  What  details  will  you  tell  about  the  person’s 
appearance?  about  the  person’s  character? 
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wra 


(Suggest  ? 


Read  the  sentences  below  noting  the  underlined  word  in  each. 

That  style  makes  you  look  very  slender. 
That  style  makes  you  look  very  skinny. 

Which  of  these  sentences  would  make  you  feel  badly? . 

Which  sentence  would  please  you?  . 


Some  words  can  suggest  rather  than  state  a  person’s  feelings  about  a  thing.  The 
word  skinny  suggests  something  unfavorable,  while  the  word  slender  suggests  some¬ 
thing  favorable.  When  you  use  such  words  to  reflect  your  feelings,  you  should  be 
aware  of  what  these  suggestions  or  connotations  are -whether  they  are  favorable,  or 
unfavorable. 


Read  the  word  pairs  below.  Which  word  has  a  favorable  connotation  to  you?  Which 
word  has  an  unfavorable  connotation?  Write  favorable  or  unfavorable  on  the  line  fol¬ 
lowing  each  word. 


1.  smile: .  smirk: 

2.  flashy:  .  stylish: 

3.  inexpensive: .  cheap: 


Rewrite  the  sentences  below  so  that  each  suggests  something  favorable  rather  than 
unfavorable.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

1.  He  is  such  a  show-off . ,He  has  self-cpnfidence. . 

2.  My  brother  is  stingy . 

3.  That  person  is  very  snoopy . 

4.  She  is  always  bragging . 

5.  What  a  loud  shirt!  . 

For  each  of  the  items  described  below,  write  two  sentences  on  a  separate  piece  of 
paper.  In  one  sentence  try  to  suggest  a  favorable  opinion.  In  the  other  sentence  try  to 
suggest  an  unfavorable  opinion. 

1.  These  jeans  are  faded  blue  and  are  patched  in  several  places. 

2.  These  shoes  are  a  vivid  purple  and  have  thick  wedge  soles. 

3.  This  watch  is  made  of  solid  gold  and  inset  with  diamonds. 

4.  These  glasses  are  square-shaped,  tinted  blue,  and  steel-rimmed. 
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Read  the  sentences  below  noting  the  underlined  words. 

Everyone  is  wearing  it.  He  is  happy  about  his  haircut. 

She  bought  that  dress  yesterday.  Glenda  wants  a  wig. 

The  underlined  words  above  are  called  verbs.  Write  your  own  definition  for  a  verb  . 


A  word  that  tells  about  a  verb  is  called  an  adverb.  What  three  questions  about  the 

verb  can  an  adverb  answer?  . 

Complete  the  sentences  below  by  adding  the  kind  of  word  or  words  indicated  at 
the  end  of  each  sentence.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

1.  Hughie . I'^ed .  ancj . enjoyed .  new 

clothes,  verbs 

2  .  and . . .  those  new  slacks 

very  carefully,  verbs 

3  .  we  dressed  in  old-fashioned  clothing 

.  adverbs 


4.  She  disliked  going  shopping 


adverb 


5.  He 


around  the  department  store,  verb 


6.  Glenda 


wigs 


verb,  adverb. 


u 


Use  the  list  of  verbs  and  adverbs  below  to  make  four  sentences  of  your  own. 


was  wearing 

tore 

quickly 


easily 
at  night 
think 


shyly  send 

changed  at  home 

noticed  cut 
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Nadia  and  Jamie  have  decided  to  hold  a  garage  sale  with  the  used  clothing  they 
have  collected.  They  have  started  to  make  a  poster  advertising  their  sale.  However, 
the  poster  contains  several  errors.  Many  of  the  verbs  do  not  agree  with  their  subjects. 

Read  the  poster  and  underline  the  incorrect  verbs.  Then,  above  each  error,  write 
the  correct  form  of  the  verb.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

(AREp 

WE  JS^  HAVING  A  FANTASTIC  GARAGE  SALE! 

WE  HAS  BUNDLES  AND  BUNDLES  OF  GREAT  CLOTHING  IN  THE  LATEST  STYLES! 
From  all  over  the  neighborhood  we  has  collected  used  clothing  and 
we  has  these  great  bargains  to  offer  you: 

Jeans:  These  jeans  is  right  in  style  — they  looks  like  they  has  been  worn  for  a  hundred 
years!  Owner  has  gained  too  much  weight  and  have  to  sell  them.  Size  40.  You 
has  to  see  them  to  believe  this  bargain! 

Raccoon  Jacket:  We  guarantees  the  quality  of  this  item.  The  moths  has  never  tasted 

this  stylish  beauty!  Owner  are  leaving  for  a  home  in  the  tropics  and 
want  to  sell  it  right  away. 

The  items  below  are  some  of  the  other  things  Nadia  and  Jamie  have  to  sell.  On  a 
separate  piece  of  paper,  finish  their  poster  by  describing  these  items.  Make  sure  that 
your  subjects  and  verbs  agree. 
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Suppose  you  are  writing  a  report  on  shoes.  In  your  report  you  are  including  a 
section  called  “Shoes  Down  Through  the  Ages.’’  You  have  completed  the  outline 
below  for  that  section  of  your  report.  Read  the  outline  carefully.  Then,  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper,  write  your  report  using  the  outline. 


I.  Shoes  Down  Through  the  Ages 

A.  When  shoes  began 

1.  began  thousands  of  years  ago 
2  made  from  what  was  on  hand -leaves,  grass,  bark  and  skins 

3.  differences  in  footwear  due  to  climate 

4.  Mediterranean  people  needed  protection  from  heat  and  sand  — wore  sandals 

5.  tribes  of  northern  Europe  needed  protection  from  ice  and  snow  — wore 
closed  shoes 

B.  Mediterranean  shoes 

1.  Egyptians  good  at  dyeing  materials 

2.  made  brightly-colored  sandals 

3.  some  of  the  oldest  Mediterranean  sandals  are  on  a  mummy  in  a  museum  in 
Paris 

4.  earliest  known  heels  invented  by  butcher  who  wanted  to  keep  his  feet  above 
the  floor  during  slaughtering 

C.  Pointed  shoes 

1.  10th  century  A.D.  shoes  began  to  be  pointed 

2.  by  14th  century  the  pointed  toes  stretched  30  cm  beyond  the  foot 

3.  some  people  even  fastened  the  toes  of  their  shoes  to  their  knees  with  fine 
chains 

4.  most  people  allowed  the  toes  to  flap,  since  they  liked  the  sound  as  they 
walked 

5.  laws  introduced  about  pointed  shoes  — commoner  was  allowed  to  have  his 
shoes  only  15  cm  long,  gentleman  30  cm  long 

D.  The  sabot 

1.  peasants  in  France  wearing  sabots  by  11th  century 

2.  sabot  carved  out  of  a  piece  of  wood 

3.  when  treatment  by  overlords  was  unfair,  peasants  would  stamp  down 
overlord’s  crops  with  their  sabots 

4.  this  is  how  word  “sabotage”  came  into  use 

5.  at  Christmas  children  in  Holland  put  out  their  sabots 

6.  gifts  of  honey  cake  and  candy  left  in  sabots  by  St.  Nicholas 
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PROOFREADING 


When  you  have  written  your  report,  you  will  need  to  proofread  it  carefully.  Study 
the  proofreading  symbols  on  page  67.  Then  read  the  selection  below  to  see  how 
these  symbols  are  used  in  part  of  a  report. 

W  V  WW 

People  have  always  want  to  improve  there  appearance.  The  early  people  wore  animal 
skins  and  hung  strings  of  beeds  and  stones  around  their  necks  They  would  decorate 


themselves  with  paint,  tattoos,  and  scars,  for  clothing  they  used  bark  leaves  straw 


and  feathers. 


Using  the  proofreading  symbols  on  page  67,  mark  the  errors  in  the  section  of  a 
report  below. 

National  Costumes 

In  the  past,  people  of  diferent  countries  did  not  have  to  ask  themselves  the  question, 
“what  shall  I  wear  ’’  On  special  occasions  they  worn  the  traditional  national  costume, 
one  of  the  most  famous  nationally  costumes  is  the  Dutch.  For  men  it  consists  of 
balloon-shaped  trousers,  a  short  jacket,  and  wooden  shoes.  The  women  wear  full 
skirts,  aprons,  and  high,  peaked  caps.  In  Scotland  both  men  and  women.  Wear  wool 
skirts  called  kilts.  Each  family  has  its  own  special  plaid  design,  and  no  one  outside 
the  family  is  supposed  to  wear  a  kilt  of  that  dezign.  although  Western  clothing  is 
most  popular  now  among  the  japanese,  the  traditional  kimono  is  sometines  worn. 
Often  the  kimono  are  richly  decorated  with  designs  and  beautiful  embroideries 

On  a  separate  piece  of  paper  rewrite  the  selection,  making  the  necessary  correc¬ 
tions. 


Writing  Reports  129 


rinds  cf  WORDS 

Solve  the  riddles  below  by  writing  noun  or  adjective  on  the  line  provided. 

1.  This  word  can  name  a  person,  a  place,  or  a  thing.  It  can  do  things  and  be  things. 

It  can  be  common  or  proper.  What  is  it?  . 

2.  This  word  describes  words  like  dress,  house,  shoes,  or  dream.  It  is  sometimes 

called  a  modifier.  What  is  it? . 

Write  your  own  riddle  for  pronouns  on  the  lines  below. 


Complete  the  sentences  below  by  adding  the  type  of  word  or  words  indicated  at  the 
end  of  each  sentence.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

1.  The . floPPy-  .curly .  wig  was  ridiculous,  adjectives 

2 .  and . went  to  the 

plaza  for  the  morning,  nouns 


3 . dislike  this  hairdo,  pronoun 

4.  Soak . in  warm  water,  pronoun 

5.  The .  shirt  did  not  shrink!  adjectives 

6.  A  .  is  someone  who  buys  things,  noun 

U 


Use  the  following  list  of  nouns,  pronouns  and  adjectives  to  write  four  sentences  of 
your  own. 


clothing 
he,  she,  it 
crowd 


they  frizzy 

untidy  hot 

strange  jeans 


favorite  I 

styles  we 

hairdo  fad 
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Imagine  that  you  have  bought  a  new  pair  of  jeans  with  money  you  have  earned. 
These  are  the  care  symbols  that  you  find  on  the  jeans: 


After  following  these  washing  instructions,  you  find  that  the  jeans  have  shrunk  5  cm. 
They  are  now  too  short  and  you  cannot  wear  them.  You  decide  to  write  to  the  Blue 
Jay  Jeans  Co.,  Box  140,  Guelph,  Ontario,  to  complain  about  your  jeans. 

In  the  space  below  write  this  business  letter.  What  will  you  tell  them  about  your  ex¬ 
perience  with  the  jeans?  What  do  you  want  them  to  do-refund  your  money  or 
replace  the  jeans? 
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In  your  stories,  you  begin  a  new  paragraph  when  there  is  a  change  of  time  or 
place.  Carefully  look  at  the  cartoons  below.  Each  cartoon  could  be  a  paragraph  in  a 
story.  Which  group  of  cartoons  shows  a  change  of  time?  Which  group  shows  a 
change  of  place? 


These  cartoons  show  a  change  of 


These  cartoons  show  a  change  of 


Choose  one  of  the  groups  of  cartoons  above  and  use  it  as  the  basis  for  a  story. 
Write  your  story  on  a  separate  piece  of  paper,  making  sure  you  begin  a  new 
paragraph  each  time  there  is  a  change  of  time  or  place. 
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o  You  have  seen  that  there  are  three  basic  sentence  patterns  — NV,  NVN,  and  NVNN. 
When  you  add  adjectives  and  adverbs,  you  can  make  many  different  patterns. 

Complete  the  sentences  below.  Add  the  kinds  of  modifiers  indicated  at  the  end  of 
each  sentence.  Then  label  the  pattern  of  the  sentence.  On  the  line  below,  write  a  sen¬ 
tence  of  your  own  using  this  pattern.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 


1.  The 


ADJ 

hungry,  howling 


N  V  ADV 

wolves  sat  near  the  campsite,  adjectives 


The  grey  owl  was  perched  on  a  branch. 

2.  The  hunter  trapped  the  fox  .  adverb 


3.  Simon 


ran 


adverbs 


4.  The 


mouse  scurried  into  the  hole,  adjective 


5.  The . 

adjective,  adverb 


weasel  crept 


6.  He  yanked  the  trap 


adverb 


7.  The . 

adjective,  adverb 


hawk  hunted 


8.  The . 

adjectives,  adverb 


hunter  crouches 


9 . 

adjective,  adjective 


folksongs  are 


.\ 
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The  following  entries  are  from  a  thesaurus  called  In  Other  Words.  Read  the  entries 
carefully,  and  then  complete  the  activities  on  the  opposite  page. 


adversary 

n. 

opponent,  foe,  enemy,  rival, 
competitor 

Their  adversaries  were  brave. 

ally,  friend, 
aid,  associate 

animal 

n. 

beast,  creature,  brute,  savage 

Animals  come  in  various  sizes, 
shapes,  and  colors. 

nourish 

V. 

feed,  sustain,  nurture,  support 

Birds  nourish  theiryoung. 
n.  All  living  things  require  nourish¬ 
ment. 

adj.  What  nourishing  food  is  eaten  by 
robins? 

starve,  deprive,  weaken 

preserve 

1.  n. 

shelter,  protection,  sanctuary 

Some  parks  are  preserves  for  wild  life. 

2.  n. 

jam,  jelly 

Does  your  mother  make  preserves? 

3.  v. 

protect,  guard,  keep,  conserve, 
maintain 

We  preserved  some  science  speci¬ 
mens  in  alcohol. 

3.  destroy,  spoil 

ravenous 

adj. 

starving,  hungry,  famished,  greedy 

Do  you  get  a  ravenous  feeling  just 
before  lunch? 

adv.  Our  dog  eats  ravenously. 

satisfied 

ruthless 

adj. 

brutal,  cruel,  harsh,  merciless, 
pitiless 

The  ruthless  driver  did  not  stop 
after  the  accident. 

kind,  tender,  considerate 

savage 

1.  adj. 

wild,  untamed,  uncontrollable 

The  savage  lion  roared  fiercely. 

1.  tame,  gentle,  subdued 

2.  adj. 

brutal,  ferocious,  violent,  cruel, 
furious 

The  huge  beast  made  a  savage  attack 
on  the  hunter. 

2.  mild,  calm,  kind 
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Read  the  sentences  below  noting  the  underlined  word  in  each.  Use  the  entries  on 
the  opposite  page  to  help  you  find  a  synonym  for  the  underlined  word.  Then  use  the 
synonym  in  a  sentence  of  your  own. 

1.  The  weasel  is  an  enemy  of  the  field  mouse. 


2.  The  bluebirds  had  to  work  hard  to  feed  their  fledglings. 


3.  The  starving  wolf  did  not  know  he  was  being  hunted  by  an  equally  hungry  bear. 


4.  Nature  can  sometimes  seem  cruel. 


Use  the  entries  on  the  opposite  page  to  help  you  find  the  meaning  of  the  words 
below.  Then  use  each  word  in  a  sentence  of  your  own. 

subdued: . 

ally: . 

considerate: . 


The  pictures  below  illustrate  three  entry  words  on  page  134.  Decide  which  entry 
word  each  picture  illustrates. 


Read  the  synonyms  for  the  entry  words  you  chose.  On  a  separate  piece  of  paper, 
write  three  sentences  for  each  entry  word,  using  any  of  these  synonyms. 
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The  selection  below  is  from  a  student’s  report  about  wolves.  Proofread  the  selec¬ 
tion  and  mark  the  errors  in  it.  Use  the  proofreading  symbols  on  page  67.  Then  rewrite 
the  selection  on  the  lines  provided,  making  all  the  needed  corrections. 


Scientists  think  that  each  wolf  take  one  mate  for  life,  both  females  and  mails  work 
together  to  prepare  there  home  and  raise  the  young.  The  male  often  helps.  The 
female  to  dig  a  burrow.  After  the  pups  are  born,  he  gards  the  burrow  and  bring  food 
to  the  female,  who  looks  after  the  pups.  Female  wolfes  have  their  litters  in  the  spring. 
There  usually  five  to  seven  pups  in  a  litter.  Their  coats  is  brownish  or  bluish-grey  and 
their  eyes  are  blue  when  they  are  born  and  turn  a  yellowish  color  about  two  months 
later  the  pups  lern  to  hunt  and  take  care  of  themselves  by  watching  their  parents, 
they  are  fully  grown  in  2  or  3  years. 


u 
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Dave,  a  grade  six  student,  decided  to  write  a  story  called  “The  Bird  Feeder.’’  Below 
is  an  outline  of  his  story.  Read  the  outline  noting  the  point  at  which  it  stops. 


1.  my  dad  and  I  built  bird  feeder  last 
fall 

2.  tell  what  the  feeder  looks  like 

3.  we  hung  it  from  tree  branch  outside 
kitchen  window 

4.  winter  comes  and  lots  of  birds  use 
feeder 


5.  tell  about  Ferdinand  and  his 
bird-hunting  habits 

6.  Ferdinand  decided  to  catch  birds  at 
feeder 

7.  climbs  tree,  goes  out  onto  branch 
and  makes  great  leap  at  feeder 


What  do  you  think  will  happen  next?  Why? 


At  this  point  in  his  outline,  Dave  decided  that  it  would  be  more  interesting  to  give 
his  reader  a  surprise  ending.  Read  the  ending  below  to  see  how  he  did  this  in  his 
completed  story. 

When  Ferdinand  hit  that  feeder,  several  things  happened  very  quickly.  The  birds 
scattered,  the  rope  holding  the  feeder  snapped,  and  a  very  shocked  cat  hit  the 
ground  with  a  thud.  We  were  expecting  Ferdinand  to  try  this,  so  we  had  put  a  thin 
rope  on  the  feeder.  It  could  hold  the  feeder  and  the  birds,  but  not  the  weight  of  a  big 
cat  like  Ferdinand.  Fie  looked  up  at  the  window  to  see  us  roaring  with  laughter,  and 
then  strolled  away  coolly.  And  that  was  the  end  of  our  troubles  with  Ferdinand  and 
the  feeder. 

Read  the  story  outlines  below.  How  might  you  surprise  the  reader  in  ending  each 
story  outline? 

1.  A  man  has  been  trapping  animals  on  a  game  preserve.  The  rangers  have  not  been 
able  to  catch  him,  and  he  has  killed  many  animals.  One  day  he  finds  a  valuable  fox 
caught  in  one  of  his  traps.  He  rushes  over  to  take  his  prize. 

2.  A  conceited  tortoise  challenges  a  hare  to  a  race.  Each  is  certain  that  he  will  win 
the  race.  They  are  only  a  few  minutes  away  from  the  finish  line,  and  are  running  neck 
and  neck. 

On  a  separate  piece  of  paper  write  a  surprise  ending  for  each.  Exchange  endings 
with  a  classmate  to  find  out  if  your  ending  does  surprise  your  reader. 
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COMBININtggpENTENCES 

Combine  the  groups  of  sentences  below.  Use  the  words  in  the  following  list: 


after  because  and 

before  since  but 

when  while  or 


1.  The  owl  watched  the  mouse.  An  eagle  watched  the  owl. 


2.  The  wolves  started  to  sing.  We  listened  to  them.  We  enjoyed  the  concert. 


3.  Fires  can  start  quickly  in  a  forest.  You  must  be  very  careful  about  campfires, 
matches,  and  smoking. 


4.  The  birds  invaded  the  area.  Many  people  did  not  want  to  drive  them  away. 


5.  I  read  about  wolves.  I  watched  television  programs  about  wolves. 


6.  Coyotes  look  something  like  wolves.  People  sometimes  confuse  the  two. 


7.  This  happened  twenty  years  ago.  It  comes  back  very  clearly  now. 


8.  There  is  a  fire  in  the  forest.  The  creatures  are  fleeing. 


9.  We  have  studied  nature.  We  know  that  there  is  a  delicate  balance  in  nature. 


10.  Man  interferes  with  nature.  This  balance  can  be  easily  disturbed. 
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Look  at  the  pictures  below.  What  is  happening  in  each  one?  What  might  the  people 
in  the  pictures  be  saying  to  one  another?  On  a  separate  piece  of  paper  write  a  short 
conversation  to  go  with  each  picture.  Be  sure  to  punctuate  and  paragraph  your  con¬ 
versation  correctly. 
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Write  a  Report 

For  his  report,  Carlos  has  chosen  the  topic  “How  Animals  Protect  Themselves.’’  He 
has  completed  the  outline  below.  Read  the  outline  carefully.  Then,  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper,  write  the  report  using  all  the  information  in  the  outline. 


I.  How  Animals  Protect  Themselves 

-3  methods  are  escape,  being  a  large  size,  and  camouflage 

A.  Escape 

1.  both  large  and  small  animals  use  this  method 

2.  giraffes  and  deer  can  run  quickly 

3.  frogs,  fleas,  grasshoppers  — large  hind  legs  to  jump  high 

4.  shrimps,  lobsters,  and  crayfish  flip  their  tails  and  shoot  backward  quickly 

B.  Large  size 

1.  largest  animals,  such  as  whales  and  elephants,  not  often  attacked 

2.  may  be  attacked  by  humans 

3.  elephants,  rhinoceroses,  and  hippopotamuses  protected  by  size  and  thick 
skin 

C.  Camouflage 

1.  camouflage  also  called  protective  coloring 

2.  means  color  of  animal  is  same  as  its  surroundings 

3.  this  makes  it  easy  for  animal  to  “hide” 

4.  caterpillars  often  use  same  shape  and  color  as  twigs  they  crawl  on 

5.  tigers’  stripes  and  leopards’  spots  hide  them  in  jungle 

6.  fish  called  a  flounder  uses  protective  coloring 

7.  underside  of  flounder’s  body  pale;  upper  side  dark 

8.  flounder  can  change  color  to  match  its  surroundings 

9.  other  animals  that  change  color  quickly  include  some  frogs,  shrimps,  and 
the  octopus 
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PROOFREAD  A  REPORT 


Following  are  some  questions  to  ask  yourself  when  you  are  proofreading  a  report. 


Did  I  use  correct  spelling  and  punctuation? 

Did  I  put  sentences  in  my  own  words? 

Did  I  put  my  facts  in  the  right  order? 

Does  my  report  contain  any  fragments  or  run-on  sentences? 
Did  I  divide  my  report  into  paragraphs  correctly? 


Proofread  the  report  below,  marking  the  errors  with  the  proofreading  symbols  on 
page  67. 


The  Beaver 

The  beavers  body  is  suited  to  his  life  in  the  water  and  on  land.  His  large  hind  feet 
webbed  for  swiming.  He  has  flap-like  valves  in  his  ears  and  nostrils  which  close. 
When  he  dives.  His  flat,  hairless  tail  served  three  main  purposes  — a  prop  when 
gnawing  trees  a  rudder  and  oar  when  swimming,  and  an  alarm  signal  when  slapped 
on  the  water,  to  keep  his  coat  waterproof  he  has  two  oil  glands  on  either  side  of  his 
tail.  The  oil  from  these  glands  keeps  his  fur  oily. 

Beavers  live  in  family  groups  which  consist  of  the  parents  and  their  young,  the  group 
build  and  maintain  their  dams.  The  baby  beavers  are  born  in  the  spring  and  the 
young  beavers  stay  with  the  family  until  the  age  of  too.  Then  they  leave  to  search  for 
mates.  Beavers  mating  for  life.  Beavers  build  dams  to  block  streams.  Ponds  are  then 
created  were  the  beavers  will  build  their  lodges.  Dams  of  branches  mud,  leaves,  and 
stones,  dams  can  be  more  than  thirty  metres  in  length  and  up  to  three  metres  in 
height.  The  lodge  is  a  large  island  of  branches  in  the  pond.  It  contains  a  hollow 
chamber  with  ungerwater  entrances.  In  this  hollow  chamber,  beavers  are  safe  from 
their  enmies. 
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Whose  Point  of 


In  the  cartoons  below  there  are  two  different  ways  of  seeing  the  situation.  Look  at 
each  cartoon  to  find  out  what  these  different  points  of  view  might  be. 


What  do  the  animals  think  of  this  situation? . 

What  might  the  picnickers  say  about  the  situation? 


..TO 

What  do  the  rabbits  think  of  this  situation? 


Does  the  man  see  things  the  same  way?  Why  or  why  not? 


Choose  one  of  the  cartoons  above.  Use  it  as  the  starting  point  for  writing  a  story 
on  a  separate  piece  of  paper.  Tell  the  story  from  the  point  of  view  of  one  group  of 
characters  in  the  cartoon. 
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